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'The  Shekel’  going  online 


By  the  time  you  read  this,  we  expeet 
to  have  all  of  the  past  issues  of  the  Shekel 
(from  1 968-20 1 1 ) up  on  our  website  at 
www.theshekel.org/articles.html.  This 
will  give  members,  hobbyists,  research- 
ers and  millions  of  people  around  the 
world  access  to  what  I consider  to  be  “The 
Encyclopedia  of  Israel  and  Judaic  Numis- 
matics.” 

We  owe  a debt  of  gratitude  to  hun- 
dreds of  our  expert  writers  and  especially 
to  Dr.  Thom  Curtis,  Department  of  Sociol- 
ogy, University  of  Hawaii  at  Hilo  and 
his  team  of  volunteer  sociology  students 
-Michael  Sado,  Ian  Mitchener,  Jodi  Vi- 
eira, and  Koran  Munafo — who  performed 
the  time-consuming  tasks  of  scanning  and 
reformatting  each  issue. 

Each  issue  is  being  digitized  in  high 
resolution  as  a .pdf  file  so  that  it  can  be 
viewed  as  it  was  originally  published  with 
photos,  graphics  and  advertisements  intact. 
These  files  are  searchable  so  readers  will 
be  able  to  use  the  search  feature  to  identify 
articles  containing  keywords  of  interest. 

I want  to  also  thank  our  editor  Andy 
Perala,  who  manages  to  do  an  outstanding 
job  in  spite  of  continued  health  problems.  I 
know  that  we  are  running  behind  sched- 
ule, so  our  next  double  issue  will  cover 
March-June  in  an  effort  to  catch  up. 

It’s  not  too  early  to  start  planning  to 
attend  our  annual  meeting  on  Thursday, 
August  7,  from  1-3,  in  conjunction  with 
the  American  Numismatic  Association’s 
World’s  Fair  of  Money™  at  the  Donald 
Stephens  Convention  Center  in  Rosemont 
(near  Chicago),  Illinois.  We  are  pleased 
that  our  lecture  will  be  delivered  by  father 


President’s  Message 


and  daughter  team  Steve  and  Ray  Feller, 
authors  of  “Silent  Witnesses:  Civilian 
Camp  Money  of  World  War  II.” 

Pictured  is  a medal  design  by  Joel 
lskowitz  celebrating  Esther’s  and  my  50lh 
anniversary.  Please  visit  AINA’s  booth 


Hcl  & Esther  Wacks 

50TH  ANNIVERSflRT  / 
\ 1963-2013 


at  the  ANA  Convention  and  schmooze 
with  us,  as  well  as  our  stalwart  Treasurer, 
Donna  Sims.  And  board  Member  Marvin 
Kay  will  be  manning  an  AINA  table  at  the 
Royal  Canadian  Numismatic  Association 
convention  at  the  Delta  Meadowvale  Con- 
ference Centre  in  Toronto,  from  August 
13-16. 

Happy  collecting, 

/HC 

PS.  We  welcome  proposed  designs 
for  the  2015  AINA  medal.  Design  should 
be  black  (for  frosted  relief)  and  white 
(for  shiny  backgrounds).  Please  submit 
your  design  to  ainapresident@gmail.com 
within  30  days  of  receiving  this  issue,  nil 
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Number  One  Money  Man 

Judaica 


Denmark  Ag 


High  relief  silver  medal  (45  grams  - 
40mm)  commemorates  50th  anni- 
versary of  Danish  Jewish  community 
escape  from  the  clutches  of  Germans. 
Created  by  Danish  artist,  engraver 
and  medalist  Bent  Jensen,  this  piece 
features  a reverse  of  Holger  Danske, 
a national  hero,  and  an  obverse  with 
Jews  between  the  maps  of  Denmark 
and  Sweden. 


Houghton 


muusiMY  * oi:«  i mhlh  i -i 


Works  of  A rt  from 
Houghton  Jews  - 
Hardcover  Christie’s 
London,  8 December 
1 994.  Edition  pro- 
vides extensive  infor- 
mation about  Philip 
& Sybil  Sassoon  and 
their  magnificent  holdings.  36 1 pp; 
near  perfect  condition;  no  folds,  nota- 
tions or  markings.  Unopened. 


WORKS  or  AR'I 


HOVGHTON 


Herzl  Passport 


1850  Franz  Joseph  1 official  passport  for  Israel 
Herzl  (24x40  cm).  Sealed  with  signed  revenue 
stamp,  dated  1850.  In  1815,  Austria  emerged 
from  Napoleonic  Wars  as  a powerhouse;  the 
Hapsburgs  returned  to  rule.  This  single-page 
passport  (Reise-Pass)  bears  all  information 
about  Israel  Herzl,  including  name,  character, 
birthplace,  birth  year,  religion,  stature,  hair  color 
etc.  All  signed  by  the  Gov.  & General  Com- 
mander of  the  Serbian  region  of  Timis,  western 
Romania  and  Banate,  Southern  Hungary.  Finely 
printed  in  large  format  (about  9x16  inches)  in 
blue  with  a decorative  border.  Document  dated 
1 850,  sealed  with  signed  revenue  stamp.  Theo- 
dore (Tivadar/Binyamin  Ze’ev)  Herzl  was  bom 
in  Pest  ( the  other  side  of  Buda  - Hungary ),  his 
family  had  come  from  Zemun  (present  day  Ser- 
bia, by  Belgrade  on  the  Danube).  But  Herzl  was 
a common  name,  so  it  could  be  a relative  or  not. 


$500  CSA 
- LAZAR 


t . tLonfnViatr 


Con  federate  $500  Sealed  Jewish  Lazar 
Allendale,  S.C.,  Genuine  CSA  $500  note 
in  nice,  evenly  circulated  condition  w/  a 
couple  of  holes  by  the  Treasurer’s  sig- 
nature; split/partially  split  sealed  by  an 
advertising  band  for  Jewish  A.H.  Lazar 
(“THANK  YOU  - IT  COMES  FROM  - CALL 
AGAIN  - IT  MUST  BE  QUALITY  - THE  PLACE 
TO  TRADE  AFTER  ALL  - ALLENDALE,  SC”) 


CALL  OR  E-MAIL  for  PRICING,  etc.  to:  #1,  P.O.  Box  4075,  Ft.  Myers,  FL.  33918 

/ (239)-3i  3-9899.  E-mail:  info@NumberOneMoneyMan.com 

LIFE  MEMBER  OF:  AINA,  American  Philatelic  Society,  IBNS,  SPMC,  etc. 
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THE  ‘EID-MAR’  SILVER  DENARIUS 


AN  EXCEPTIONAL  EXAMPLE  - FEWER  THAN  70  EXISTING  SPECIMENS 


Struck  by  the  co-conspirator  Brutus  to  mark  the  murder  of  Julius  Caesar 
on  the  Ides  of  March,  44  B.C.,  one  of  the  major  turning  points  in  world 
history. 

We  have  been  selected  to  sell  a collection  of  238  extraordinary  Roman 
Silver  Denarii  from  a distinguished  American  collector  on  June  3,  2014, 
as  part  of  our  Pre-Long  Beach  Auction. 


This  sale  is  certain  to  become  one  of  the  most  anticipated  auctions  of 
the  decade.  A special  state-of-the-art  catalog  is  being  prepared  for  this 
important  event. 


Ira  & Larry  Goldberg 


You  are  invited  to  consign  your  U.S.,  Ancient 
and  World  Coins  alongside  this  fantastic 
multi  million-dollar  Denarii  collection. 

Call  Ira  or  Larry  today  to  discuss  your  consignment. 
Individual  rarities  and  entire  collections  wanted. 

Millions  of  dollars  are  available  for  Cash  Advances! 
Ask  about  our  Zero  Percent  Seller’s  Fee 
Referral  fees  are  available! 


JB  / '$*> 
Ml 


^ IRA  & j 

Gold 
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LM  845 
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^ PNG 


IRA  & LARRY  GOLDBERG  COINS  & COLLECTIBLES,  INC. 

1 1 400  W.  OLYMPIC  BLVD.  SUITE  800  LOS  ANGELES  CA  90064 
310.  551.2646  PH  | 800.978.2646  TOLL  FREE  | 310.551.2626  FX 
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JERUSALEM: 

[MAGE  AND  SYMBOL 


The  2013  ANS  Mark  M.  Salton  Lecture 
on  the  importance  of  symbols  in  faith 


By  IRA  REZAK 


I felt  greatly 

honored  to  have 
been  chosen  to  present 
the  Mark  Salton  Memorial  Lec- 
ture - honored,  of  course,  because 
of  the  prestige  of  the  American 
Numismatic  Society,  the  lecture’s 
sponsor,  but  even  more  so  because 
the  lectureship  honored  an  out- 
standing numismatist  who  was  also 
my  friend.  The  theme  of  the  talk, 
“Jerusalem:  Image  and  Symbol”,  is 
one  in  which  Mark  Salton,  a man 
raised  in  the  traditions  and  literature 
of  the  Jewish  faith,  who  was  also  a 
numismatist  of  the  broadest  cul- 
tural sophistication,  was  interested. 


and  about  which  he 
shared  some  stimulating 
insights  with  me. 
Memorialization  is  a common 
theme  in  numismatics  and  is  also 
a favored  trope  of  religions  and 
nations  which  often  refer  to  past 
events,  and  to  the  particular  sites 
where  their  history  allegedly  un- 
folded, by  way  of  retracing  their 
origins  and  asserting  their  authen- 
ticity and  authority.  Thus,  Troy 
as  an  antecedent  of  Rome,  Rome 
as  source  of  Catholic  validation, 
Philadelphia  and  Boston  as  loci  for 
the  civic  mythology  of  America, 

Continued 
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Coins  are  hand-held  memorials 


Continued 

exemplify  themes  that  have  been 
celebrated  in  imagery,  both  textual 
and  pictorial  and  which,  in  turn, 
have  been  repeatedly  impressed  on 
coins,  medals,  amulets  and  kindred 
objects  of  material  culture. 

Such  tangible  things,  especially 
those  small  enough  to  be  encom- 
passed within  the  hand,  often  have 
a particular  potency  in  evoking 
emotions  and  activating  the  mem- 
ory banks  of  the  individuals  who 
handle,  pocket  or  wear  them. 

Larger  imagery  - architectural  ele- 
ments, statuary,  painted  surfaces  - 
impose  themselves  upon  the  view- 
er’s immediate  attention,  but  often 
in  a public  context,  in  the  company 
of  others. 

On  the  other  hand,  micrometal- 
lica  are  more  likely  to  be  consid- 
ered privately,  focused  upon  to 
the  exclusion  of  external  affairs, 
received  and  perceived  as  personal 
possessions  by  their  owners.  Such 
objects  and  the  symbolism  they 
convey  thus  have  the  opportunity 
to  insinuate  themselves  within  an 
individual’s  private  consciousness 
or,  even  more  potently,  into  his  or 
her  semi-consciousness.  Parva  ne 
pereant  (“let  small  things  not  be 
forgotten”),  the  motto  of  the  Ameri- 
can Numismatic  Society,  is  here 
especially  pertinent. 

Though  not  always  in  the  fore- 
front of  the  mind;  the  modest, 
personal  scale  of  religiously  or 


politically  charged  memorials  of 
these  hand-held  types  - amulets, 
jewelry,  medals,  coins  - allows  for 
their  deeper  integration  within  a 
possessor’s  personality  than  grander 
objects  of  art  are  likely  to  achieve. 

Using  surviving  artifacts  as  a 
principal  source  for  our  subject,  Je- 
rusalem, whose  history  spans  3,000 
years  and  more,  poses  the  problem 
of  discontinuity  of  evidentiary 
materials. 

The  city  in  question  has  been 
besieged  and  conquered  dozens 
of  times,  substantially  ruined  on 
multiple  occasions  - Canaan- 
ites,  Hittites,  Jebusites,  Israelites, 
Babylonians,  Persians,  Greeks, 
Hasmoneans,  Romans,  Byzantines, 
Umayyads,  Abbasids,  Fatimids, 
Ayyubids,  Crusaders,  Tatars,  Mam- 
luks,  Ottomans,  British,  Jordanians, 
Israelis  - have  all  occupied  this 
place  militarily.  Much  evidence  has 
thus  been  lost,  often  quite  deliber- 
ately destroyed  by  the  succession  of 
conquerors. 

Furthermore,  the  extensive 
ramification  of  Jerusalem’s  global 
religious  significance,  and  its  status 
as  a political  prize,  means  that  the 
traces  of  its  history  may  also  be 
either  clouded,  or  exaggerated,  by 
piety,  artifice  and  myth. 

For  the  purposes  of  tracing  the 
imagery  and  symbolism  which 
convey  Jerusalem’s  significance, 
then,  I occasionally  refer  to  non- 

Continued 
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MODERN  MEDAL’S  ANCIENT  'CLOVER'  MAP 


Continued 

numismatic  media. 

A modem  medal  of  the  State 
of  Israel  presents  Jerusalem  as  a 
medallion  in  the  center  of  a clover 
leaf.  This  medallic  representation 
reproduces  a map  which  in  1581, 
following  a long-established  tradi- 
tion, symbolically  assigned  Jeru- 
salem absolute  centrality  among 
all  places  on  earth.  The  other  side 
of  this  modern  medal  cites  a 2,800 
year-old  observation  by  the  prophet 
Isaiah:  “they  all  cater  and  come  to 
you.” 

What  might  he  have  meant?  Why 
was  Jerusalem,  so  early  in  history, 
and  yet  still  today,  a premiere  desti- 
nation and  a prize? 

One  answer  begins  with  the 
familiar  real  estate  maxim:  “loca- 
tion, location,  location.”  Situated 
in  a mountainous  area  at  a high 
point  projecting  above  the  rift  val- 
ley which  separates  desert  to  the 
East  from  the  strategic  western  Via 
Maris  seaside  military  route  linking 
Ancient  Egypt  to  the  Fertile  Cres- 
cent, it  was  a natural  location  for 
fortification. 

Consequently,  it  had  been  oc- 
cupied by  Canaanites,  Jebusites 
and  others  before  the  biblical  King 
David,  a much  mythologized  figure 
but  one  whose  dynasty  has  recently 
been  archeologically  confirmed  on 
a stone  inscription  unearthed  at  Tel 
Dan,  conquered  it  c.  1000  BCE. 

Like  our  national  capitol,  Wash- 


Images  provided  by  Ira  Rezak 
A modern  medal  of  Israel  features  an  old 
map  on  the  obverse  and  a 2, 800-year-old 
observation  by  the  prophet  Isaiah  on  the 
reverse:  “They  all  cater  to  you  and  come 
to  you  ” which  is  recognition  of  the  ancient 
tradition  that  assigned  Jerusalem  central- 
ity among  all  places  on  earth. 

ington  DC,  Jerusalem  seems  to 
have  been  selected  as  a politically 
neutral  location  because  it  had 
never  previously  been  incorporated 

Continued 
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Bible  mentions  Jerusalem  2,000  times 


Continued 

within  the  territories  of  any  of  the 
twelve  Israelite  tribes  that  had 
invaded  Canaanite  lands  some  years 
earlier.  By  virtue  of  the  occupation 
of  this  principal  remaining  alien 
fortress  in  the  midst  of  the  formerly 
divided  northern,  southern  and 
eastern  tribal  areas,  the  Israelites, 
previously  a "people”,  an  ethnic 
group,  became  a "nation”;  their 
former  tribal  confederation  became 
a nation-state. 

Is  this  a condensation  of  much 
more  complex  and  historically 
controversial  events?  Sure,  but  this 
logic  goes  a long  way  in  explain- 
ing the  frequency  and  distribution 
of  references  to  Jerusalem  within 
the  Hebrew  bible  where  it  is  named 
specifically  750  times. 

And  if  synonyms,  such  as  Shalem 
(or  Salem  as  it  is  known  in  English 
language  bibles),  the  City  of  David, 
the  City  of  Judah,  Zion,  Mount  Mo- 
riah, the  Temple  Mount,  the  Holy 
City,  etc.  are  counted,  then  Jerusa- 
lem is  referenced  some  2,000  times. 

Yet  of  all  these,  there  are  only  two 
citations  in  the  Pentateuch  and  only 
twelve  in  the  Books  of  Joshua  and 
Judges. 

This  literary  distribution  indi- 
cates the  dramatic  focus  and  lasting 
consequences  that  David’s  politi- 
cal seizure  of  Jerusalem  had  for  the 
redactors  and  for  the  later  adherents 
of  the  Hebrew  biblical  text,  initially 
for  the  Israelites,  later  termed  Jews, 


and  subsequently  also  for  the  suc- 
cessor monotheistic  faith  of  Chris- 
tianity. Hence,  the  recurrence  of  the 
so-called  Tower  of  David  on  the 
coins  and  seals  of  crusaders,  on  the 
medals  of  Jewish  Palestine  and  on 
those  of  its  successor  state,  Israel. 

In  antiquity  religious  adherence 
paralleled  political  hegemony,  and 
Jerusalem,  a “high  place”,  near  to 
the  heavens, 
was  geo- 
graphically 
as  well  as 
politically 
suited  to  be 
a principal 
cultic  site. 

The  Bible 
refers  to  Je- 
rusalem both 
as  a national 
and  ethnic 
center  and 
as  a centrip- 
etal religious 
locus  Be  Images  of  the  Tower  of  Je- 

rusalem appear  on  ancient 
sides  his  role  co[ns  Qf  Rome  and  of  the 

as  conqueror  crusaders. 

of  Jerusalem  

David  has  been  portrayed  by  Jews 
and  Christians  alike  as  an  idealized 
comrade,  a giant-killer,  a king,  and 
also  as  the  Psalmist,  the  author  of 
a large  proportion  of  the  biblical 
references  to  Jerusalem. 

David’s  lineage  continues  to  reso- 
nate religiously  even  today  because 


Continued 
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References  to  King  david  abound 


Continued 

Isaiah  named  him  and  his  fa- 
ther Jesse  as  the  progenitors 
of  the  long-hoped-for-Mes- 
siah  in  Judaism;  Christianity, 
following  this  same  tradition, 
links  Jesus  to  David  as  in  a 
1 2th  century  ivory  Tree-of- 
Jesse  representation. 

David’s  son,  Solomon, 
has  traditionally  personi- 
fied other  qualities  such 
as  established  regality  and 
wisdom  as  represented  in  a 
1 6th  Century  medal  of  David 
Stadler  of  Augsburg. 

Solomon  is  hailed  above 


As  in  Judaism,  Christianity  links  the  Messiah  to  King 
David , but  leads  to  Jesus  as  in  this  12th-century 
carved  ivory  Tree  of  Jesse  representation.  Jesse  was 
the  father  of  the  prophet  Isaiah. 


all  for  the  planning  and 
construction  of  Jerusalem’s  First 
Temple,  an  edifice  ever  after  iden- 
tified with  Jerusalem,  and  indeed 
symbolic  of  it,  a theme  whose  ico- 
nography we  shall  later  consider. 

The  reigns  of  David  and  Solomon 
preceded  the  issuance  of  circulating 
coinage  by  several  centuries,  but 
later  generations  made  serial  at- 
tempts to  correct  that  deficiency. 

Coins  of  both  revolts  of  the  Jews 
against  the  Romans,  in  66-70  CE 
and  in  132-135  CE,  deliberately 
featured  obsolete  archaic  Hebrew 
letter  forms  similar  to  those  used 
in  the  9th  century  on  the  stele  found 
at  Tel  Dan,  thereby  referencing  the 
earlier  Israelite  Kingdom. 

Much  later,  humanists  and  schol- 
ars of  the  European  Renaissance 
not  only  familiarized  themselves 


A 1 6th-century  medal  by  David  Stadler  of 
Augsburg  depicts  Solomon  as  a symbol  of 
regality  and  wisdom. 

with  ancient  coins,  but  imitated 
them  when  hiatuses  appeared  in  the 
numismatic  record,  collecting,  and 
probably  commissioning  or  par- 
ticipating in  the  creation  of  fantasy 
coins  to  fill  the  gaps. 
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David,  Solomon  coins  long  sought 


Continued 

Coins  of  David  and  Solomon 
were  high  on  the  list  of  desiderata 
because  2nd  to  4lh  century  rabbis 
had  asserted  in  the  Talmud  that 
such  coins  had  existed,  and  actually 
described  their  iconography. 

Representative  of  such  1 6th 
-17lh'  century  pseudocoins  are 
that  of  King  David  referring  to 
the  temple  treasury  in  Jerusalem, 
which  displays  a crown,  shofar, 
etc,  and  coins  of  Solomon,  always 
crowned,  one  with  a fictitious  coat 
of  arms  which  is  zodiacal,  and  a 
pseudocoin  whose  towers  resemble 
the  arms  of  Hamburg  with  a re- 
verse naming  both  King  David  and 
his  son  King  Solomon. 

The  function  of  such  items 
remains  obscure  and  speculative; 
but  most  likely  they  were  created  to 
fill  in  blank  spaces  in  scholarly  or 
princely  coin  cabinets.  All  of  these 
were  known  by  the  time  the  Swiss- 
born  Samuel  Hottinger,  a Protestant 
Hebraist  in  Heidelberg,  published 
his  Cippi  Hebraici  in  1659. 

It  seems  they  were  initially 
believed  by  many  to  be,  and  were 
published  as,  genuine  ancient  speci- 
mens. Some  seem  even  to  have 
been  utilized  in  Jewish  contexts, 
possibly  for  biblically  prescribed 
rituals,  such  as  the  Redemption  of 
the  First  Born. 

But  by  the  mid-8th  century  schol- 
ars were  generally  aware  that  they 
were  fantasy  productions. 


Examples  of  16th-  and  17th-century  Euro- 
pean pseudocoins  paying  homage  to  Kings 
David  and  Solomon,  depict  Solomon  (top  left 
and  always  crowned),  the  towers  of  Ham- 
burg (top  right ) with  a reverse  naming  both 
King  David  and  his  son  King  Solomon,  and  a 
fictitious  coat-of-arms  (bottom  left)  featuring 
zodiacal  symbols. 

Most  Jerusalem  shekel  imita- 
tions, the  so-called  Goerlitzer  or 
false  shekels,  however,  were  made 
by  Christians  in  a religious  rather 
than  in  a secular  scholarly  context. 
The  biblical  term  shekel  was  a unit 
of  weight,  rather  than  a coin,  but 
was  familiar  to  later  Christians  and 
Jews  textually  and  in  terms  of  ritual 
obligation. 

The  tax  of  one  half-shekel  paid 
annually  to  the  Temple  in  Jerusalem 
which  had  served  also  as  a census 
of  the  people,  and  the  pieces  of 
silver  for  which  Jesus  was  betrayed, 
described  in  Matthew  26:15  as 
arguria,  were  both  later  believed 
by  rabbis,  Renaissance  scholars  and 

Continued 
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But  kings’  reigns  predated  coinage 


Continued 

Christian  theolo- 
gians to  have  been 
Jewish  shekels  of 
the  First  Revolt.  It 
is  now  clear  that 
in  Jesus’  lifetime, 
prior  to  66  CE, 
there  had  been  no 
Jewish  shekels  so 
that  the  arguria 
of  Judas  and, as 
the  Talmud  makes 
clear,  even  the 
Temple  tax  as  well, 
were  likely  paid  in 
Tyrian  coins. 

Nevertheless,  from  the  16th  centu- 
ry and  practically  till  the  20th,  most 
Christians  imagined  the  type  of 
money  paid  to  Judas  to  have  been 
Jewish  coins.  Thus,  actual  ancient 
Jewish  shekels,  imitations  of  them 
and  other  pseudocoins  were  held  in 
many  medieval  cathedral  treasuries 
to  be  relics  of  the  betrayal  of  Jesus, 
instruments  of  his  passion. 

The  association  between  copies  of 
ancient  Jewish  shekels  and  the  East 
German  city  of  Goerlitz  resulted 
from  a vow  the  mayor  of  that  town 
made  during  a pilgrimage  to  Jerusa- 
lem in  the  late  15"1  century  that  if  he 
returned  safely  he  would  construct 
a replica  of  the  sepulcher  of  Jesus 
in  Goerlitz. 

This  he  did  and  it  became,  indeed 
continues  to  be,  a pilgrimage  site. 

Its  treasury  acquired  and  for  cen- 


turies produced  large  quantities  of 
shekel  copies  which,  as  has  been 
well  documented  by  Bruno  Kisch, 
were  sold  to  pilgrims  even  in  the 
late  1 9th  and  early  20th  centuries  - 
hence  the  lasting  nominal  associa- 
tion with  that  city  in  the  numismatic 
trade  and  the  huge  number  of  such 
pseudocoins  that  survive  to  the 
present  day. 

The  copies,  however,  are  remark- 
ably different  from  the  originals. 
“Shekel  of  Israel”  and  “Jerusalem 
the  Holy”  appear  on  both  but  genu- 
ine First  Revolt  coins  used  archaic 
Israelite  letter  forms  which  are  to- 
day designated  as  “Samaritan”  be- 
cause the  members  of  the  Samaritan 
religious  community  of  Israel  have 
continued  their  use  since  antiquity. 
While  copies,  the  “false  shekels”, 
are  written  with  the  square  Hebrew 

Continued 


Examples  of  pseudo  Shekels  are  typical  of  an  abundance  of  such 
imitation  coinage  used  in  medieval  Christian  cathedrals  as  sym- 
bols of  Jesus  'passion  and  betrayal. 
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Shekel  coin  copies  abundant 


Copies  (top  and  middle  rows)  of  genuine  shekels  (bottom  row)  fea- 
ture squared  Hebrew  letterforms  and  misuse  Judaic  iconography. 


Continued 

letter  forms  that 
have  been  current 
among  the  Jewish 
religious  commu- 
nity for  two  thou- 
sand years  and 
which  are  called 
“Assyrian.” 

Most  of  the  Re- 
naissance and  later 
shekels  were  not 
copied  by  obser- 
vation of  genuine 
ancient  coins,  but 
from  book  il- 
lustrations of  the 
early  1 6th  century 
which  already  had 
transliterated  their  epigraphy  from 
archaic  to  modem  Hebrew  forms. 

There  was  also  a misunderstand- 
ing of  the  iconography.  A chalice 
form,  probably  a Temple  imple- 
ment on  the  original,  which  had  a 
two-letter  date  above  it,  was  re- 
interpreted as  a censer  with  billows 
of  smoke  issuing  from  it. 

A pomegranate-form  priestly 
scepter  on  the  original  reverse,  in 
turn  was  misunderstood  as  the  rod 
which  Aaron  had  thrust  into  the 
ground,  and  which  then  miracu- 
lously rooted,  freshly  budded  and 
produced  almonds. 

Besides  Germany,  over  succeed- 
ing centuries,  shekel  copies  were 
made  in  such  diverse  places  as 
Prague,  St  Petersburg,  Nuremberg, 


Amsterdam,  London  and  New 
York.  Their  imagery  and  letter- 
forms  became  further  corrupted  and 
varied  ...  well  more  than  a hundred 
varieties  of  these  descendents  of 
genuine  2,000  year-old  Jerusalem 
coinage  are  today  to  be  found. 

Their  uses  too  segued  from  Chris- 
tian relics  and  pilgrimage  souvenirs 
to  such  other  functions  as  school 
aids  and  rewards-of-merit  for  Chris- 
tian Sunday  schoolchildren,  actual 
objects  of  ritual  use  for  Jews,  mem- 
bership keepsakes  for  non-theistic 
fraternities  such  as  Masons,  ulti- 
mately reverting  in  the  20th  century 
to  Jewish  symbols  of  charitable  gift 
and  of  national  revival  for  Zionists. 

Yet,  despite  these  graphic,  geo- 
graphic, and  functional  permuta- 
tions the  text,  invariably  cited 

Continued 
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Symbols  of  great  importance 


Continued 

“Jerusalem  the  Holy”,  and  the 
symbols  on  both  the  original  coins 
and  their  varied  descendants  unfail- 
ingly evoked  the  Temple  and  its 
appurtenances. 

Thus  various  forms  and  uses 
based  on  the  single  theme  of  the 
ancient  shekel  may  serve  to  remind 
us  of  how  a symbolic  term  or  object 
functions  in  the  world. 

The  word  symbol  derives  from 
the  Greek  terms  sym  = together  and 
balain  = to  throw.  To  throw  to- 
gether, to  bring  together,  has  several 
overtones.  In  Greek  symbalain  con- 
noted a contract,  which  was  often 
confirmed  then  as  later  by  pass- 
ing a material  object  between  two 
persons  as  a token  of  agreement,  a 
physical  symbol  of  togetherness. 

The  object  that  binds  people 
together,  however,  need  not  neces- 
sarily resemble  or  even  directly 
relate  to  the  sense  of  the  agreement, 
a paper  or  a parchment  writ  may 
signify  many  different  relationships 
between  people,  likewise  a shared 
handshake,  a kiss,  or  the  transfer  of 
a coin. 

The  meaning  is  not  intrinsic  to  the 
symbolic  object,  which  indeed  may 
even  connote  different  meanings  for 
different  persons.  Symbolism  estab- 
lishes or  confirms  a dialectic,  but 
does  not  assure  mutual  understand- 
ing; in  fact  its  precise  meaning  may 
well  be  vague  or  indeterminate. 

This  sounds  like  a weakness  - 
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The  cross  on  a coin  of  crusader  Baldwin  If, 
circa  1150,  is  quintessential ly  Christian. 

after  all  shouldn’t  contracts,  hand- 
shakes, kisses  and  coins  mean  what 
they’re  supposed  to? 

But,  on  the  other  hand,  indeter- 
minacy is  a fact  of  life;  and  groups, 
religions,  nations,  often  function 
without  a definitive  articulation  or 
even  common  understanding  of  the 
rules,  goals,  doctrines  believed  to 
bind  them. 

Symbolic  looseness  can  be  an 
advantage  as  well  as  a weakness. 
Consider  the  Cross  on  a coin  of 
Baldwin  II,  c.  1 1 50;  it’s  a quintes- 
sential Jerusalem-related  symbol; 
an  abstraction  of  the  crucifixion,  a 
single,  but  if  you’ll  excuse  the  pun, 
crucial  event  in  the  life  of  Jesus  and 
for  the  Christian  narrative.  But  can 
one  say  that  it  has  a single  precise 
meaning?  It  represents  at  once  the 
person,  his  passion,  resurrection, 
and  salvific  instrumentality. 

Though  worn  by  crusading  war- 
riors, medieval  and  modern,  when 
they  are  at  their  crudest  work,  it  is 

Continued 


SYMBOLISM  OF  TEMPLE  OF  JERUSALEM 

Continued 


also  a source  of  solace  to  the  lonely, 
weak  and  dying. 

Its  symbolic  flexibility  links 
Christians  of  many  denominations 
though  they  may  have  profound 
differences  of  faith,  doctrine,  and 
behavior.  The  non-specificity  of 
symbolic  objects  is  of  great,  one 
might  even  say  essential,  value  in 
matters  of  religion  where  the  very 
basis  of  faith  and  hence  of  au- 
thenticity is  veiled  in  mystery  and 
perhaps  best  left  so. 

The  symbolism  of  national  iden- 
tity, too,  provides  a broad  umbrella 
under  which  rather  diverse  groups 
may  press  together. 

Solomon’s  Temple,  once  a con- 
crete reality,  but  now  long  de- 
stroyed along  with  its  several  suc- 
cessors, has  led  a highly  ramified 
symbolic  afterlife. 

Unlike  the  crucifix,  however,  the 
symbolism  of  the  Temple  of  Jeru- 
salem has  crossed  major  religious 
boundaries.  First-hand  descriptions 
of  the  various  actual  Temples  exist 
in  the  Flebrew  and  Christian  Bibles. 

These  were  richly  embellished 
in  Jewish  Talmudic  and  Midrashic 
texts  after  the  Temple’s  destruction 
in  the  course  of  expressing  a fervent 
hope  that  Jerusalem  and  the  Temple 
would  be  rebuilt  “speedily,  in  our 
days”  so  that  the  ancient  rituals 
might  be  resumed. 

Early  Christian  sources  had  less 
incentive  to  wish  for  the  Temple’s 


The  long  vanished  Temple  of  Solomon 
retains  huge  symbolic  importance. 


reconstruction  for  they  looked  for- 
ward to  an  immanent  heavenly  af- 
terlife rather  than  an  earthly  return 
to  former  practices,  and  St  Paul  had 
pronounced  many  ritual  obligations 
superseded. 

The  Koran  does  not  mention 
Jerusalem  by  name  at  all,  but  the 
Hadith,  Muslim  traditional  narrative 
texts,  understand  the  Koranic  term 
al  Masjid  a I Aksa  “the  furthest 
mosque”  to  refer  to  the  Temple 
Mount  from  which  Mohammed 
later  ascended  to  heaven. 

The  descriptors  al  Quds  al  Sharif 
“the  Noble  Sanctuary”  and  Bayt 
a l Maqdis  “the  Holy  Temple”  are 
post-Koranic  but,  despite  the  lin- 
guistic parallels  to  the  Hebrew  term 
for  the  Holy  Temple,  Bet  Hamik- 
dash , some  Muslims  today  deny 
that  these  terms  refer  to  an  earlier 
Jewish  temple,  and  even  that  one 
existed  on  this  site. 

The  history  and  imagery  of  the 

Continued 
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DEITY  COIN  SYMBOLS  MARK  ROMAN  RULE 


Continued 

actual  temple,  church  and  mosque 
structures  in  Jerusalem  is  no  less 
complicated  than  the  history  of  the 
city  itself.  Titus  wrecked  Herod’s 
Temple  in  70  CE  and  Hadrian 
razed  Jerusalem  after  135,  includ- 
ing the  Temple  mount,  preparatory 
to  the  founding  of  the  new  city  of 
Aelia  Capitolina. 

Coins  of  the  Roman  city  there- 
after featured  city  gods  and  god- 
desses whose  numismatic  repre- 
sentations were  often  visible,  just 
as  the  Jewish  Ark  of  the  Covenant 
had  been  on  the  Bar  Kochba  coins, 
within  a temple  facade. 


damaged  in  the  Persian  invasion  of 
614  and  the  Holy  Cross  removed  to 
Persia.  But  the  emperor  Heraclius 
is  said  to  have  recovered  the  cross 
in  630  and  returned  it  to  Jerusalem, 
an  event  depicted  post  hoc  on  this 
copy  of  one  of  the  earliest  of  known 
medals,  made  in  France  c.  1400. 

The  Latin  inscriptions  on  both 
sides  of  this  early  medallion  (98 
mm)  are  Vulgate  quotations  from 
King  David’s  Psalms.  Heraclius’s 
triumph  was  short-lived,  however, 
for  the  Arab  conquest  of  Jerusalem 
in  637  signaled  the  onset  of  a Mus- 
lim hegemony  in  Jerusalem  that 
with  brief  interruptions  was  to  last 
more  than  a millennium. 

The  Dome  of  the  Rock  was 
constructed  c.  690  to  surround  a 
rock  which  in  Jewish  tradition  was 

Continued 


Such  pagan  temples  existed  in 
the  2nd  and  3rd  centuries  both  on  the 
temple  mount,  where  the  Jewish 
Temple  had  stood,  and  on  Golgotha, 
the  site  of  Jesus’  crucifixion. 

Constantine  c.  325  CE  caused 
these  pagan  temples  to  be  destroyed 
and,  reputedly  with  the  participa- 
tion of  his  mother,  St.  Helena,  the 
tomb  of  Jesus  was  also  discovered 
near  Golgotha  and  the  true  cross 
recovered  as  well. 

Thus  the  first  of  many  iterations 
of  what  came  to  be  known  as  the 
Church  of  the  Holy  Sepulcher  was 
constructed  to  incorporate  both 
the  crucifixion  and  burial  sites  of 
Jesus;  it  thus  became  the  premiere 
Christian  pilgrimage  destination  in 
the  Holy  Land  if  not  in  the  entire 
known  world. 

The  Constantinian  Church  was 


Coins  of  Rome  after  the  downfall  of  Jeru- 
salem featured  pagan  temples  and  gods; 
the  Ark  of  the  Covenant  was  featured  on 
the  Bar  Kochba  revolt  coinage. 
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True  Cross'  potent  Christian  symbol 


Continued 

associated  with  Mount  Moriah,  the 
locus  of  the  intended  sacrifice  by 
the  patriarch  Abraham  of  his  son 
Isaac,  but  which  Muslims  revere  as 
the  place  from  which  the  prophet 
Muhammed  departed  on  his  final 
ascent  to  heaven. 

Also  on  the  Herodian  platform, 
known  to  Jews  as  the  Temple 
Mount,  and  to  Muslims  as  Haram  al 
Sharif  (noble  sanctuary)  stands  the 
al  Aksa  mosque,  reputedly  on  the 
spot  where  the  prophet  had  landed 
on  his  Night  Journey  from  Mecca 
en  route  to  heaven. 

All  four  holy  sites,  the  Jewish 
Temple,  The  Holy  Sepulchre,  The 
Dome  of  the  Rock  and  the  al  Aksa 
Mosque  have  been  destroyed  by 
war  and  earthquake  on  multiple 
occasions  but  these  sites  and  later 
reconstructions  retain  compel- 
ling sanctity  for  their  respective 
religious  communities  even  to  the 
present  day. 

Consequently,  images  of  these 
holy  edifices  as  they  are  today,  as 
they  were  in  the  past,  and  as  they 
have  been  imagined  by  people  who 
never  laid  eyes  on  them,  have  func- 
tioned as  icons,  symbols,  rallying 
points,  for  the  hopes  and  claims  of 
the  adherents  of  these  competing 
faiths  as  well  as  their  political  and 
military  champions. 

Images  of  the  magnificent  Dome 
of  the  Rock,  easily  visible  from 
multiple  perspectives  have  long 


A medallion  struck  in  France  around  1400 , 
and  thus  one  of  the  earliest  known  medals, 
depicts  the  Byzantine  emperor  Heraclius 
returning  from  Jerusalem  with  the  true 
cross  of  the  Crucifixion,  a potent  symbol 
for  millenia  in  Christianity. 

been  routinely  used  to  represent  the 
Muslim  presence  in  and  commit- 
ment to  Jerusalem. 

For  example,  on  an  early  souve- 
nir mounted  on  olive  wood,  or  as 
the  defining  backdrop  for  a 1920’s 
artistic  genre  plaquette  of  an  Jeru- 
salemite Arab,  or  as  the  icon  repre- 
senting “why  we  fight”  on  an  Iraqi 
military  decoration  for  the  1948  an- 
ti-Israeli war,  or  as  a typical  badge 
for  an  Arab  People’s  convention  in 
1973,  the  Dome  readily  serves  as 
a landmark  symbolizing  the  Arab 
and  Muslim  religious,  historical  and 
artistic  association  with  Jerusalem, 
but  also  lays  implicit  claims  to 
religious  priority  and  even  political 
hegemony. 

The  Holy  Sepulchre  is  less  pho- 

Continued 
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‘DOME  OF  THE  ROCK'  SYMBOL  PERVASIVE 


Jerusalem  s Dome  of  the  Rock  with  its  distinctive  dome-topped  al  Aqsci  mosque  is  fea- 
tured on,  clockwise  from  top,  a 1948  Iraq  military  decoration,  a plaquette  of  a Jerusa- 
lemite Arab,  a badge  for  a 1973  Arab  People’s  convention  and  on  a Dome  of  the  Rock 
souvenir  mounted  in  olive  wood. 


Continued 

togenic,  being  crowded  among 
other  buildings  at  street  level  and 
not  so  splendidly  set  off  on  a hill 
as  is  the  Dome.,  but  its  image  has 
been  impressed  in  various  forms, 
on  7th  century  Byzantine  amuletic 
ampoules,  on  the  coins  and  seals  of 
Crusader  kingdoms,  and  as  an  inte- 
rior view  of  the  Tomb  of  Jesus  on  a 
19th  Century  pilgrimage  souvenir. 

Actually,  other  crusader  seals 
depict  the  three  different  landmarks 
of  1 2th  century  Jerusalem,  the  Holy 
Sepulchre,  the  Tower  of  David  and 
the  Dome  of  the  Rock. 

But  the  latter  image  does  not  rep- 


resent interfaith  outreach,  for  which 
the  crusaders  were  not  noted,  but 
surmounted  in  this  period  by  a cross 
the  Dome  was  used  here  to  repre- 
sent the  Solomonic  temple. 

A later  instance  of  such  a multi- 
faith combination  is  found  on  a 
1 938  badge  of  the  Women’s  Arab 
Committee’s  fundraising  effort  for 
the  orphans  in  their  community 
obviously,  Arab  women,  both 
Christian  and  Muslim,  were  en- 
gaged in  this  project,  nil 

TO  BE  CONCLUDED  IN  THE 
NEXT  ISSUE  OF  “ The  Shekel ”. 
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PAN 

1985  Lincoln  Way 
Suite  23  #225 
White  Oak.  PA  15131 


email:  pancoins@gmail.com 
@pancoinsPAN 


website:  www. pancoins  org 

01 


taduton 

facebook. 


The  Pennsylvania  Association  of  Numismatists  (PAN)  is  a non-profit  educational 
state  organization  founded  in  1978  consisting  of  individuals  and  coin  clubs  throughout 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  United  States 


PAN  membership  is  open  to  any  individual  or  club  interested  in  the  study  and  collection 
of  coins,  currency,  medals,  tokens,  and  related  material  The  cost  is  $12  per  calendar 
year  (clubs  are  free).  You  will  receive  our  journal,  The  Clarion  published  three  times 
per  year  and  the  PAN  eNEWS,  a free  electronic  newsletter. 


PAN  Coin  Shows  and  Conventions  occur  every  spring  in  early  May  and  fall  in  late 
October  at  the  Monroeville  Convention  Center.  209  Mall  Blvd,  Monroeville,  PA  15146 
There  are  more  than  130  tables  and  100  dealers  eager  to  buy,  sell,  or  trade  coins, 
paper  money,  tokens,  medals,  gold,  silver,  and  bullion. 


SALO  AIZENBERG 

FOACWOAO  BY  ALAN  DRnSHOVVITZ 


Society  of  Israel  Philatelists,  Inc. 

Dr.  Benjamin  Wallace  24917  Hazelmere  Road 

Beachwood,  OH,  44122-3238 


Dues 

USA  Canada/Mexico  All  Others 

$30.00  $34.00  $43.00 


The  Society  of  Israel  Philatelists  is  a nonsectarian  cultural  and 
educational  organization  dedicated  to  the  study  and  collecting  of 
all  philatelic  items  related  to  the  Holy  Land. 

The  journal,  The  Israel  Philatelist,  is  published  6 times  a year. 

www.israelstamps.com 


Coins  of  the  Holy  Land 

The  Abraham  and  Marun  Sober  Collection 
at  the  American  NuitumiuU.  Society 
and  the  Israel  .Miuouin 

Volume  I 


Coins  of  the 
Holy  Land: 

The  Abraham  and  Marian 
Sofaer  Collection  at  the 
American  Numismatic  Society 
and  the  Israel  Museum 


American 

Numismatic 

Society 

Publications 


Hardcover,  2 Volumes, 

Vol.  i:  344  pp.  Vol.  2:  244  pp.,  238  plates 

ISBN:  978  089722  283  9 (complete  2 volume  set) 

List  Price:  US  $190 

ANS  Member  Price:  US  $133 

Ancient  Coins  in  North  American  Collections  8 

(ACNAC8)  2013 


The  Abraham  and  Marian  Sofaer  collection  consists  of  4,000  coins  and  related  objects 
prduced  by  the  peoples  who  inhabited  the  Holy  Land  from  the  Persian  period  in  the  5th  and 
4th  centuries  BCE  through  the  Crusader  Kingdom  in  the  13th  century  of  the  modern  era. 
Assembled  over  more  than  30  years,  the  collection  contains  gold,  silver,  and  bronze  coins  of  the 
Persians,  Greeks,  Samarians,  Jews,  Nabataeans,  Romans,  Byzantines,  Arabs,  and  Crusaders. 


The  book  was  written  by  Ya’akov  Meshorer  with  Gabriela  Bijovsky  and  Wolfgang  Fischer- 
Bossert,  and  edited  by  David  Hendin  and  Andrew  Meadows. 

75  VarickSt.,  fl.  11 
New  York,  NY  10013 

t.  212-571-4470 

f.  212-571-4479 

www.numismatics.org 


For  more  information  or  to  order  your  copy  of 
this  book:  visit  our  web  store  at: 
http://numismatics.org/Store/ACNAC8 
or  call  Membership  at  212-571-4470  ext.  117 
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David  Hendins  GUIDE  to  BIBLICAL  COINS 

From  your  favorite  dealer, 
the  publisher,  or  Amazon.com 

Amphora  • P.O.  Box  805  • Nyack,  NY  10960 

AmphoraCoins@aol.com 


y^IRA  & LASBYo 

GoldberG 

AUCTIONEERS 

Accepting  consignments  of  Ancient,  World  and  U.S.  Coins  for  our  three 
major  auctions  held  each  year.  Specializing  in  Ancient  Judean  Coins.  Member  PNG, 

Life  Members  ANA.  A family  tradition  since  1931. 

350  S.  Beverly  Dr.,  #350  • Beverly  Hills,  CA  90212  • (800)978-2646  • Fax  (310)  551-2626 

Visit  our  website:  www.goldbergcoins.com 


WILLIAM  ROSENBLUM/RARE  COINS 
P.O.  Box  785,  Littleton,  CO  80160-0785 
Tel  720-981-0785  Eax  720-981-5345 

www.rosenblumcoins.com  - bill@rosenblumcoins.com 
For  the  past  30  years  we  have  been  the  world’s  leading  dealer  in  all  aspects  of  Ancient 
Judaea,  Israel,  Palestine  and  Judaica  (including  the  Holocaust)  as  related  to  coins, 
medals,  banknotes,  tokens,  etc.  Life  Member  of  ANA,  former  member  Board  of  Directors 
of  AINA,  Member  International  Association  of  Professional  Numismatists. 


THE  TOKEN  AND  MEDAL  SOCIETY  (TAMS) 

Publishes  a bimonthly  journal,  has  a library  available 
to  members,  and  an  annual  meeting  at  the  ANA. 
TAMS  and  AINA  jointly  sponsor  the  Ben  Odesser 
Award  for  the  Best  Article  in  "The  Shekel."  Dues  are 
$25  (U.S.)  and  $30  (non-U. S.).  Send  to  TAMS,  c/o 
Mark  Lighterman,  5224  W.  State  Rd  46,  No.  408, 
Sanford,  FL  32771. 


The  Highland  Mint  produces  medals  of  top 
quality  at  a very  reasonable  cost.  They  have 
produced  medals  for  the  Jewish-American 
Hall  of  Fame  and  are  the  official  minter  for 
the  annual  AINA  medals.  Contact  Vince 
Bohbot,  Vice-President,  at  (800)  544-6135 
and  tell  him  that  you  are  a member  of  AINA 
to  get  a special  deal. 
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TEL-AVIV  STAMPS  (Y.TSACHOR)  LTD 


MAIL  AUCTION 

Illustrated  Catalogue  - free  on  request 

Offering  in  our  Spring  2014  Auction 

Palestine  & Israel  Coins  & Bank  Notes 

Judaica,  JNF,  Holocaust 
Autographs,  Postcards 
Palestine  & Israel  Philately 

POBox  16218,  Tel  Aviv,  Israel 
Tel:(++)972-3-5226294, 
Fax:(++)972-3-5245088 
www.TelAvivStamps.com 
Email:  tastps@gmail.com 


Palestine  - 1 Pound.  Brown  unissued,  WW  II  Emergency  - proof  print 
Sold  in  our  March  2012  Auction  for  a total  of  $29,000 
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ROB  E RT  CAPA : 


The  Shekel  22 


The  arrival  in  Haifa , Israel,  of  thousands  of  immigrants  from  Eastern  Europe , 


) ANUARY  EEBRUARY  2014 


Turkey  and  Tunisia  (May-June  1949).  © Robert  Capa  © International  Center  of 

Photography/Reprinted  with  permission 

Life  on  the  edge 
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Continued 


Capa’s  war  photos  immortal 


Hungary  issues 
gold  COIN 
COMMEMORATING 
CENTENNIEL 
ANNIVERSARY  OF 
THE  LEGENDARY 
PHOTOGRAPHER'S 
BIRTH 


Hungary  has  issued  a gold 
commemorative  coin  cel- 
ebrating the  100th  anniversary  of 
the  birth  of  Robert  Capa,  one  of 
the  greatest  photographers  of  the 
20th  century. 

The  edge  of  the  obverse  of  the 
commemorative  coin  has  the  in- 
scription “MAGYARORSZAG.” 
The  mint  year  “2013,”  the  mint 
mark  “BP,”  the  value  numeral 
“3000”  in  a frame  of  a film  and  the 
inscription  “FORINT”  appear  in 
five  horizontal  lines.  The  initials 
of  Antal  Illyes,  the  designer  of  the 
coin’s  obverse,  are  positioned  near 
the  edge  of  the  coin,  on  the  lower 
part  in  the  middle. 

The  circular  legend  on  the  edge 
of  the  reverse  reads  “ROBERT 
CAPA.”  The  middle  of  the  reverse 
bears  the  representation  of  the 


portrait  of  Robert  Capa  in  military 
uniform  and  combat  helmet.  The 
inscriptions  “1913”  and  “1954”  are 
arranged  in  two  horizontal  lines  to 
the  right  of  the  portrait.  The  initials 
of  Gyorgy  Szabo,  the  designer  of 
the  coin’s  reverse,  are  inscribed  to 
the  left  of  the  portrait. 

The  collector  coin  is  struck  in 
.999  fine  gold,  weighs  0.5  grams, 
has  a diameter  of  1 1 mm,  and  has  a 
smooth  edge.  A maximum  of  5,000 
pieces  can  be  made  in  Proof  finish. 
The  “Robert  Capa”  coin  can  be 
purchased  on  the  Hungarian  Mint’s 
website  www.penzvero.hu. 

• ••• 

Cornell  Capa  writes:  “My  broth- 
er Robert  Capa  was  born  with  a 
language  not  useful  beyond  the 
borders  of  a small  country,  Hun- 

Continued 
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As  a child,  'Life  too  dull’ 


The  2013  500-forint  gold  commemo- 
rative coin  from  Hungary  (obverse 
on  opposing  page)  honors  the  100th 
year  since  birth  of  Robert  Capa,  the 
legendary  war  photographer  whose 
life  was  cut  short  by  a land  mine  in 
Indochina  in  1954.  Ihe  reverse  of 
Hungary’s  2013  500-forint  gold  com- 
memorative honoring  Robert  Capa. 
The  .999  fine  gold  coin  is  an  afford- 
able numismatic  collectable  in  gold, 
weighing  0.5  grams  with  a diameter 
of  11mm. 


Continued 

gary.  Yet  he  managed  to  travel  all 
over  the  world  and  to  communi- 
cate his  experiences  and  feelings 
through  a universal  language, 
photography.  The  advice  Bob  used 
to  give  to  other  photographers  was: 
“Like  people  and  let  them  know 
it.” 

“That  is  what  he  always  did. 

Five  years  older  than  myself,  Bob 
inspired  and  encouraged  me,  and 
he  showed  me  the  true  meaning 
of  brotherhood.  My  brother’s  life 
and  work  constitute  a testament 
to  challenges  met,  and  gambles 
won — except  at  the  end.  What 
he  left  behind  is  the  story  of  his 
unique  voyage  and  a visual  testi- 
mony affirming  his  own  faith  in 
humankind’s  capacity  to  endure 
and  occasionally  overcome.” 


Endre  Erno  Friedmann  was  born 
on  October  22,  1913  in  Budapest. 
His  birth  was  marked  by  three 
distinct  and  unusual  events.  Endre 
Erno  Friedmann  was  born  with  his 
head  still  wrapped  in  his  caul  and 
when  it  was  removed  he  had  a full 
head  of  hair.  He  was  also  born  with 
an  extra  finger  on  one  hand  (even- 
tually removed  with  surgery).  In- 
stead of  seeing  this  as  a bad  omen, 
Friedmann’s  mother  read  the  signs 
as  her  son  would  one  day  be  a fa- 
mous man.  She  was  right — her  son 
became  “the  world’s  greatest  war 
photographer,”  Robert  Capa. 

Growing  up  on  the  Pest  side 
of  Budapest,  Capa  was  raised  in 
the  liberal  Jewish  middle  class. 

He  spoke  Hungarian.  His  mother, 
Julia,  was  a strong,  intelligent 
woman  who  owned  her  own, 

Continued 


Robert  Capa  is  a nom-de-plume 

Continued 


successful,  fashion  shop.  Capa’s 
father,  Dezso,  was  the  tailor  in 
Julia’s  shop  and  characterized  as  a 
“slight,  dapper  man,  irresponsible, 
light-hearted,  and  good  at  coming 
up  with  excuses  for  leaving  work 
early  and  staying  out  late  to  play 
cards”. 

Together  they  had  three  children, 
Laszlo,  Endre  and  Kornel.  Due  to 
Julia,  the  salon  was  very  success- 
ful, but  she  had  very  little  time  to 
spend  with  her  boys.  They  were 
raised  by  a governess  who  taught 
them  how  to  speak  German. 

Although  Julia  loved  all  her  hus- 
band and  her  boys,  she  made  it  ob- 
vious that  Endre  was  her  favorite. 
She  once  said,  “his  pants  were  al- 
ways torn.  He  was  always  walking 
into  a lamppost  because  he  was 
talking  too  hard.  He  was  a good- 
natured  child,  with  no  rudeness  in 
him.  Always  the  face  smiled.”  In 
1919,  after  the  Rumanian  army  be- 
gan to  take  over  the  country,  fear 
and  panic  led  to  violence.  Many 
Jewish  families  feared  what  was 
being  called  “White  Terror.”  After 
the  violence  subsided,  somewhat 
of  a normal  life  was  resumed. 

Endre  was  a good  student,  but 
very  independent.  He  and  his 
friends  roamed  the  streets.  One 
girl  he  was  very  fond  of,  Eva 
Besnyo,  owned  a camera.  Follow- 


ing her  around  with  her  camera, 
the  two  became  friends. 

Her  influence  on  him  was  un- 
mistakable. She  once  wrote  about 
Endre,  “he  was  a good  fellow.  If 
he  liked  you,  he  would  do  things 
for  you.  He  was  warm,  but  he  also 
had  a nice  touch  of  irony.  Very 
smart  and  eager  to  learn,  sharp- 
minded,  but  not  too  hard-edged. 

A little  cynical.  He  was  very 
amusing  and  could  tell  things  in 
an  interesting  way — funny  and 
exaggerated.  Life  was  too  dull  for 
him.  He  made  it  seem  more  inter- 
esting.” 

Another  major  influence  on 
his  life  was  Lajos  Kassak.  Rich- 
ard Whelan  wrote  that,  “Kassak 
formulated  a political  philosophy 
that  was  democratic,  egalitar- 
ian, pacifistic,  semi-collectivist, 
pro-labor,  anti-authoritarian,  and 
anti-fascist,  with  a strong  empha- 
sis on  the  dignity  of  man  and  the 
rights  of  the  individual  in  society. 
Bandi  (Endre’s  nickname)  was 
to  adopt  this  liberal,  undogmatic 
philosophy  and  to  maintain  it  for 
the  rest  of  his  life.”  With  both  of 
these  influences,  Endre  decided  to 
become  a journalist. 

On  July  12,  1931,  Endre  left 
Hungary  because  of  his  political 
affiliation  and  because  he  knew 
that  the  rest  of  his  life  was  not 
there.  He  arrived  in  Berlin  three 
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Capa  documented  5 wars 


Continued 

weeks  later  and  worked  as  a 
darkroom  assistant  with  a maga- 
zine agency.  His  first  assignment 
outside  of  the  darkroom  was  to 
cover  a political  rally.  Press  pho- 
tographers were  banned,  but  he 
decided  to  conceal  a 35mm  cam- 
era and  shoot  inconspicuously. 

The  images  were  published  and 
his  career  was  launched.  He  con- 
tinued to  work  and  study  political 
science  in  Berlin  until  the  rise  of 
Hitler  made  him  exile  once  again. 
From  1933-1939  he  worked  as 
freelance  photographer  in  Paris. 

He  and  his  companion,  Gerda 
Taro,  also  a photojournalist,  were 
trying  to  sell  his  photographs.  It 
was  then  that  he  decided  his  im- 
ages would  be  more  valuable  if 
an  established  American  photog- 
rapher had  taken  them,  so  he  and 
Taro  simply  invented  this  pho- 
tographer and  called  him  Robert 
Capa.  [Ed.  Note : According  to  a 
BBC  biography  of  Robert  Capa, 

“ Capa  ” is  a nickname  from  his 
school  days  and  means  “ shark  ” in 
Hungarian.] 

Surprisingly,  it  worked  and 
Capa’s  images  sold  for  150  franks 
each,  which  was  more  than  the 
going  rate.  The  deception  was 
soon  revealed  by  the  editor  of  Vue. 
However,  this  did  nothing  but 
promote  him  and  he  was  soon  sent 


to  Spain  to  cover  the  Spanish  Civil 
War. 

He  and  Gerda  traveled  to  Spain, 
where  she  died  and  Capa  took  one 
of  his  most  famous  photographs, 
Death  of  a Loyalist  Soldier.  For 
the  first  time  in  history  a man,  at 
the  absolute  moment  of  death,  who 
had  just  been  hit  by  a bullet  was 
caught  on  film.  The  photograph 
impacted  the  public  more  than  any 
war  photograph  in  history.  Based 
on  this  image,  Capa  developed  his 
philosophy,  “if  your  pictures  aren’t 
good  enough,  you  aren’t  close 
enough”. 

On  December  3,  1938  the  Pic- 
ture Post  published  the  images 
of  the  Spanish  War  and  declared 
Robert  Capa  as  “the  greatest  war 
photographer  in  the  world.” 

During  his  short  life,  Capa 
documented  five  wars,  volatile 
elections  and  the  official  found- 
ing of  the  state  of  Israel.  During 
World  War  II  he  accompanied  the 
first  wave  of  soldiers  that  landed 
on  Omaha  Beach  on  D-Day.  With 
bullets  flying  and  soldiers  dying 
all  around  him,  he  still  managed  to 
expose  several  rolls  of  film. 

Capa  describes  his  experience 
as,  “the  bullets  tore  holes  in  the 
water  around  me,  and  I made  for 
the  nearest  steel  obstacle.  It  was 
still  very  early  and  very  gray  for 
good  pictures,  but  the  gray  water 

Continued 
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War's  fatal  lure  caught  capa 


Continued 

and  the  gray  sky  made  the  little 
men,  dodging 
under  the  sur- 
realistic designs 
of  Hitler’s 
anti-invasion 
brainstrust,  very 
effective.” 

However,  only 
1 1 of  the  nega- 
tives survived. 

An  overly  eager 
darkroom  as- 
sistant at  Life 
turned  up  the  heat  on  the  drying 
cabinet  and  it  melted  most  of  the 
negatives. 

Between  assignments  Capa  lived 
in  a room  at  the  Hotel  Lancaster  in 
Paris.  His  friends  included  Ernest 
Hemmingway,  John  Steinbeck, 
Irwin  Shaw,  Pablo  Picasso,  Henri 
Cartier-Bresson,  and  others. 

Cartier-Bresson  wrote  of  his 
friend,  “for  me,  Capa  wore  the 
dazzling  matador’s  costume,  but 
he  never  went  in  for  the  kill;  a 
great  player,  he  fought  generously 
for  himself  and  for  others  in  a 
whirlwind.  Destiny  was  deter- 
mined that  he  should  be  struck 
down  at  the  height  of  his  glory.” 

Along  with  Cartier-Bresson, 
David  Seymour  and  George  Rod- 
ger, Capa  was  one  of  the  founding 
members  of  Magnum  and  served 


as  President  from  1948  to  1954. 
Magnum  was  established  as  a 

photo  agency 
to  preserve 
the  rights  of 
photogra- 
phers. The 
organization 
still  operates 
today. 

On  an 
assignment 
for  Life  in 
Indochina  in 
1954,  Capa 
stepped  on  a land  mine  and  was 
killed  instantly,  still  clutching  his 
camera. 

Robert  Capa  hated  war.  He  once 
said,  “The  war  photographer’s 
most  fervent  wish  is  for  unem- 
ployment. It  is  not  always  easy  to 
stand  aside  and  be  unable  to  do 
anything  except  record  the  suffer- 
ing around  one.” 

Capa  has  been  the  subject  of 
many  books,  has  written  text 
and  take  photographs  for  others 
and  has  been  featured  in  numer- 
ous one-man  exhibitions.  He  was 
inducted  into  the  International 
Photography  Hall  of  Fame  and 
Museum  in  1976. 

Article  courtesy  the  Interna- 
tional Photography  Hall  of  Fame 
and  Museum  (www.iphf.org/hall- 
of-fame/rohert-capa) . 


The  war  photographer's 

MOST  FERVENT  WISH  IS  FOR 
UNEMPLOYMENT  IT  IS  NOT 
ALWAYS  EASY  TO  STAND  ASIDE 
AND  BE  UNABLE  TO  DO  ANY- 
THING EXCEPT  RECORD  THE 
SUFFERING  AROUND  ONE. ' 

- Robert  Capa 
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Until  the  late  1930s  my 

grandfather  sported  a Char- 
lie Chaplin  mustache  and  my  great- 
uncle  Ignatz  went  by  the  nickname 
Natzi.  Likewise,  back  then  there 
were  Jewish  institutions  and  mer- 
chants who  prominently  displayed 
a swastika  on  their  tokens. 

However,  by  the  late  1930s,  these 
things  had  become  so  firmly  asso- 
ciated with  Adolph  Hitler  and  the 
Nazis  that  grandpa  bared  his  upper 
lip,  Ignatz  became  Irving,  and  the 
swastika  disappeared  from  tokens 
issued  by  Jews  and  gentiles  alike. 

Today,  it  is  almost  forgotten  that 
the  swastika  ever  had  any  other 
meaning,  and  the  sight  of  a swas- 
tika on  a Jewish  token  is  startling. 


Images  courtesy  Don  Moody 
Coin  legends  and  the  Star  of  David  on  a 1923 
token  from  New  York  City  indicate  the  token  was 
issued  by  a Jewish  community  organization. 

The  swastika  is  actually  an 
ancient  symbol.  According  to  the 
United  States  Holocaust  Memorial 
Museum’s  webpage,  History  of  the 
Swastika,  the  word  comes  from  the 
Sanskrit  “svastika,”  which  means 
“good  fortune”  or  “well-being,” 
and  in  the  decades  before  Hitler  it 
was  commonly  used  as  “a  symbol 
of  good  luck  and  auspiciousness.” 
This  article  was  prompted  by  my 
discovery  of  two  curious  tokens 
issued  by  Jewish  community  in- 
stitutions displaying  swastikas  as 
symbols  of  good  luck,  which  were 

Continued 


By  Steven  h.  Kaplan 


Death  of  an  icon 

Swastikas  on  Jewish  tokens  once 
common  as  ' Good  Luck’  charms 
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Swastika  from  Sanskrit  “good  fortune” 


The  zany  legend  on  the  obverse  of  this  Jewish  Community  Center  token  appears  to  be  more 
in  line  with  the  philosophy  of  Howe  than  of  Seward.  Images  courtesy  Craig  Murray. 


Continued 

sold  at  auction  on  eBay  in  2013. 

Two  Jewish  Community  Tokens 

One  of  them  is  a 32  mm  brass 
token  dated  1923,  and  states  on 
the  obverse  that  it  was  issued  by  a 
“COMMUNITY  HOUSE”  with  the  ad- 
dress “312  W.  89th  STREET,  N.Y.C  ” 
The  Star  of  David  above  the 

legend  “LOSE  NOT  / THIS  LUCKY  / 
PIECE  / AND  THY  / FORTUNE  / WILL 

/ INCREASE”  indicates  that  the 
anonymous  community  house  was 
a Jewish  institution. 

A Daily  News  Bulletin  issued  by 
the  Jewish  Telegraphic  Agency  on 
December  26,  1923  reveals  that  a 
Community  House  at  this  address 
had  just  been  transferred  by  The 
New  Synagogue  to  Temple  Beth- 
El,  with  which  it  had  just  merged. 

As  the  merger  occurred  in  the 
very  last  days  of  1 923,  it  is  safe  to 


conclude  that  this  is  a pre-merger 
token,  issued  by  The  New  Syna- 
gogue. In  1927,  Temple  Beth- 
El,  in  turn,  merged  with  Temple 
Emanuel,  creating  what  became 
New  York  City’s  flagship  Reform 
synagogue. 

The  reverse  of  this  token  features 
a large  right-facing  swastika.  In  the 
four  quadrants  formed  by  the  arms 
of  the  swastika  are  (clockwise, 
starting  in  the  upper  left  quadrant) 
a horse  shoe,  a four- leaf  clover,  a 
wishbone  and  some  odd  symbols 
which  are  probably  runic  letters, 
but  which  have  also  been  referred 
to  as  Egyptian  hieroglyphs  or  as 
keys. 

The  legend  around  the  swastika 
proclaims  that  these  devices  are 
the  “MEMBERSHIP  EMBLEM  OF  THE 
DONT  WORRY  CLUB,”  followed  by 
a “GOOD  LUCK”  wish  to  the  holder 
of  the  token.  Miniscule  letters  on 
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'Don't  Worry  Club'  issued  such  tokens 


In  what  appears  to  be  a misspelling,  the  jeweler’s  name  is  spelled  “Myer”  instead  of  “ Mey- 
er " on  this  32  mm  brass  token.  Images  courtesy  Richard  Greever  and  TokenCatalog.com. 
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the  lower  reverse  indicate  that  the 

token  was  minted  by  “THE  WHITE- 
HEAD  & HOAG  CO.,  NEWARK,  N.J.” 

The  other  token  is  a maverick.  It 
states  on  the  obverse  that  it  was  is- 
sued by  “THE  JEWISH  COMMUNITY 
CENTER,”  which  “EXPRESSES  / THE 
WISH  THAT  THIS  TOKEN  / BRINGS 
YOU  / $1,000,000  / WORTH  OF  / GOOD 
LUCK,”  but  contains  no  informa- 
tion from  which  the  issuer  can  be 
identified. 

Miniscule  letters  on  the  lower 
obverse  stating  “GRAMMES  INC.,” 
indicate  that  this  token  was  minted 
by  L.  F.  Grammes  & Sons  of  Al- 
lentown, Pennsylvania.  It  is  tempt- 
ing to  conclude  that  it,  too,  was 
issued  by  either  The  New  Syna- 
gogue or  Temple  Beth-El  (or  even 
by  Temple  Emanuel),  but  this  can- 
not be  assumed,  and  the  use  of  the 
name  Community  House  on  one 
token  and  Community  Center  on 


the  other  suggests  different  issuers. 

The  reverse  of  this  token  also 
features  a large  right-facing  swas- 
tika with  a horse  shoe,  a four-leaf 
clover,  a wishbone  and  runic  letters 
within  the  quadrants  formed  by  the 
swastika’s  arms. 

The  devices  on  the  two  tokens 
differ  only  in  the  orientation  of  the 
clover  (stem  down  on  the  Com- 
munity House  and  stem  up  on  the 
Community  Center)  and  the  D- 
shaped  rune  (right  side-up  on  the 
Community  House  and  up  side- 
down  on  the  Community  Center). 

Once  again,  the  reverse  legend 
proclaims  that  these  devices  are 
the  “MEMBERSHIP  EMBLEM  OF  THE 
DON’T  WORRY  CLUB,”  followed  by 
a “GOOD  LUCK”  wish  to  the  holder 
of  the  token.  The  reverse  legends 
on  the  two  tokens  differ  only  in 
the  absence  of  an  apostrophe  in  the 
word  “DON’T”  on  the  Community 

Continued 
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Jewish  Swastikas  unknown  today 
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House  token  and  its  presence  on 
the  Community  Center  token. 

These  tokens  piqued  my  curios- 
ity, and  I discovered  that  a host  of 
tokens  were  minted  between  the 
1910s  and  the  late  1930s  which 
employ  the  swastika  as  a symbol  of 
good  luck. 

On  his  webpage,  Good  Luck  To- 
kens, Craig  Murray  classifies  them 
based  on  the  orientation  of  the 
swastika  (facing  left  or  right),  and 
on  the  kind,  location  and  orienta- 
tion of  the  small  good  luck  sym- 
bols appearing  within  the  quad- 
rants formed  by  the  swastika  arms. 

Given  the  different  orientation  of 
the  D-shaped  rune,  the  Community 
House  token  is  Type  R1  in  Mur- 
ray’s system  and  the  Community 
Center  token  is  Type  R2.  These 
two  tokens  are  unusual  only  in  that 
they  were  issued  by  religious  orga- 
nizations rather  than  by  merchants 
or  secular  organizations. 

The  Don’t  Worry  Club 

The  greatest  number  of  good 
luck  swastika  tokens,  including 
these  Jewish  community  tokens, 
were  issued  by  “members”  of  the 
Don’t  Worry  Club;  Murray  dis- 
plays more  than  325  on  his  web- 
page. 

There  are  two  traditions  regard- 
ing the  origin  of  the  Don’t  Worry 
Club. 


In  an  obituary  published  Sept.  1, 

1 902,  the  New  York  Times  referred 
to  musicologist  Theodore  Freling- 
huysen  Seward  as  the  “founder”  of 
the  Don’t  Worry  Club. 

Seward  was  the  author  of  three 
books,  entitled  The  Don ’t  Worry 
Philosophy;  Or,  the  School  of  Life 
Divine  Providence  in  the  Light 
of  Modern  Science  ( 1 894),  Don ’t 
Worry:  Or,  Spiritual  Emancipation 
(1897),  and  most  famously,  The 
Don 't  Worry  Movement,  a Wave  of 
Spiritual  Emancipation:  A Gospel 
of  Christian  Optimism  (1898). 

On  Feb.  27,  1 898,  the  Times 
quoted  Seward  as  explaining,  at 
one  of  his  Don’t  Worry  meet- 
ings held  weekly  in  a Manhattan 
church,  that  there  is  “nothing  . . . 
so  ruinous  to  home  life  as  worry.” 
He  advocated,  as  a cure  for  worry, 
“spiritual  emancipation”  through 
a change  of  mental  attitude.  “The 
‘don’t  worry’  doctrine,”  Seward 
explained,  “is  not  new;  it  was 
founded  by  Jesus  Christ,  but  it  has 
been  so  covered  with  dogmas  that 
it  has  had  to  be  unearthed.” 

Yet  in  the  1911-1912  edition  of 
The  World  To-Day , W.E.  Williams 
credits  Edgar  Watson  Howe,  owner 
of  the  Atchison  Globe  newspa- 
per, as  the  “founder”  of  the  Don’t 
Worry  Club. 

Williams  makes  no  reference  to 
Seward  or  his  books,  and  states 
that  Howe  started  the  club  as  a 
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From  luck  to  fortune,  in  shopping 
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scheme  to  increase  the  circulation 
of  his  paper. 

Howe’s  inspiration  was  Charley 
Poehler,  a local  butcher,  who  re- 
fused to  worry  about  anything. 

After  a chat  with  the  butcher 
in  1901-1902,  Howe  published  a 
declaration  of  principles  for  what 
he  proclaimed  to  be  “the  first  Don’t 
Worry  club  on  earth,”  and  an- 
nounced that  his  newspaper  “was 
the  best  of  all  cures  for  worry.” 

According  to  Williams,  the  idea 
“took  like  wildfire  . . . and  it  began 
to  be  said  that  wherever  three 
Kansans  foregathered,  there  was 
a meeting  of  the  officerless,  head- 
less, clueless  and  gripless  organiza- 
tion of  smilers.” 

Bob  Stewart  notes,  on  his  web- 
page Going  Places,  1898-1920, 
that  newspapers  of  the  era  con- 
tained “hundreds  of  references  of 
the  lighter  sort”  about  the  Don’t 
Worry  Club,  which  ranged  from 
“little  bits  of  humor  . . . stuck 
between  stories”  to  “longer  hu- 
mor pieces.”  This  lighthearted- 
ness comports  more  with  Howe’s 
philosophy  than  with  Seward’s, 
and  suggests  that  Howe  should  be 
viewed  as  the  founder  of  the  Don’t 
Worry  Club  as  it  was  popularly 
conceived. 

A Proliferation  of  Tokens 


Whoever  the  founder,  merchants 
soon  began  to  exploit  the  fad’s 
popular  appeal.  In  his  book.  United 
States  Swastika  1907-1 93  6:  To- 
kens, Medals,  Watch  Fobs  & Good 
Luck  Charms  (2007),  Gary  Pat- 
terson writes  that  the  first  Don’t 
Worry  Club  tokens  were  minted 
around  1905-1907,  and  the  first  to- 
kens identifying  the  swastika  as  the 
membership  emblem  of  the  “club” 
were  minted  in  1908. 

Jews  were  hardly  immune  to  the 
appeal  of  the  fad,  and  there  are 
quite  a few  tokens  issued  by  Jew- 
ish merchants  (or  at  least  by  mer- 
chants with  Jewish  surnames;  their 
status  as  Jews  frequently  cannot 
be  confirmed)  proclaiming  their 
“membership”  in  the  “club.” 

One  of  the  most  prominent  of 
these  was  Meyer  Rosenbaum,  a 
Detroit  jeweler  who,  according  to 
the  webpage,  Businessmen  of  the 
Boston-Edison  Historic  District, 
opened  Meyer  Jewelry  Co.  in 
1920. 

Rosenbaum  is  famous  for  his 
1944  purchase  of  the  “Moon  of 
Baroda,”  a 24.04  carat  pear  shaped 
yellow  diamond,  and  for  lending 
it  to  Marilyn  Monroe,  who  wore  it 
during  the  promotional  campaign 
for  her  1954  movie,  Gentlemen 
Prefer  Blondes,  in  which  she  sang 
Diamonds  are  a Girl  s Best  Friend. 

Rosenbaum’s  32  mm  brass  token 
reads  on  the  obverse,  “MYER  / 
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100s  OF  VARIETIES  HAVE  BEEN  FOUND 


This  32  mm  brass  token  is  one  of  the  two  left-facing  tokens  minted  by  the  Buffalo  Distilling  Co.  promoting  its 
flagship  product , Four-Cee  (also  known  as  4-Cee)  Canadian  type  whiskey.  Images  courtesy  Craig  Murray. 
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JEWLERY  CO.  / GOOD  FOR  / $ 1 .00  / 
ON  ANY  PURCHASE  / OF  $10.00  OR 
OVER/ 341  GRATIOT/ DETROIT.” 
The  reverse  features  a right- 
facing swastika  with  a horseshoe, 
clover,  wishbone  and  runes  in  the 
quadrants  (Type  R2  in  Murray’s 
classification),  and,  of  course,  the 

legend  “MEMBERSHIP  EMBLEM  OF 
THE  DON’T  WORRY  CLUB  / GOOD 

LUCK.” 

Another  prominent  Jewish  mer- 
chant who  jumped  on  the  band- 
wagon was  Gustav  Fleischmann, 
an  immigrant  from  Silesia  in 
Austria-Hungary. 

According  to  Jack  Sullivan’s 
website.  Those  Pre-Pro  Whiskey 
Men,  Gustav  worked  in  Cincinnati 
for  his  older  brothers,  Charles  and 
Maximilian  Fleischmann,  owners 
of  the  Fleischmann  Yeast  Company 
and  creators  of  the  still-popular 
Fleischmann ’s  brand  of  liquors, 


before  striking  out  on  his  own  in 
Buffalo. 

Gustav  founded  the  Buffalo 
Distilling  Company,  which  oper- 
ated from  1 893  until  it  was  put  out 
of  business  by  Prohibition  in  1918. 
He  issued  three  Don’t  Worry  Club 
tokens  advertising  his  flagship 
whiskey,  one  of  which  reads  on  the 
obverse,  “CANADIAN  TYPE  / FOUR- 
CEE  / 4-C  / WHISKEY  / BUFFALO 
DISTILLING  CO.” 

The  reverse  features  a left-facing 
swastika  with  clover,  horseshoe, 
runes  and  wishbone  in  the  quad- 
rants (Murray  Type  LI ),  and  the 
legend  “MEMBERSHIP  EMBLEM  OF 
THE  DONT  WORRY  CLUB  / GOOD 
LUCK.” 

A Proliferation  Of  Types 

Devoting  the  entire  reverse 
legend  to  the  meaningless  Don’t 

Continued 
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Emblems  of  a less  dangerous  time 


This  first  token  issued  by  clothier  Max  Rosenblum  mimicked  the  more  common  tokens  issued  by  “members  ” 
of  the  Don  / Wony  Club.  It  is  cataloged  as  Lipscomb  CL  4890.  Images  courtesy  Craig  Murray. 
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Worry  Club  proved  unattractive  to 
many.  Murray  displays  more  than 
a dozen  tokens  on  his  webpage  on 
which  the  familiar  reverse  legend 
was  changed  to,  “MEMBERSHIP  EM- 
BLEM OF  THE  BOY  SCOUTS  CLUB 
/GOOD  LUCK,”  and  more  than  50 
on  which  the  familiar  legend  was 
changed  by  merchants  to  “MEM- 
BERSHIP EMBLEM  OF  THE  GOOD 
VALUE  CLUB  / GOOD  LUCK.” 

According  to  Patterson,  Meyer 
Rosenbaum  issued  such  a token 
which  is  otherwise  identical  to  his 
Don’t  Worry  Club  token. 

Another  merchant  who  mim- 
icked the  familiar  reverse  legend 
was  Cleveland  clothing  magnate 
Max  Rosenblum,  an  immigrant 
from  Austria-Hungary,  who,  ac- 
cording to  John  J.  Grabowski,  in 
his  book,  Sports  in  Cleveland,  An 
Illustrated  History  ( 1 992),  was  one 


of  the  founders  of  the  American 
Basketball  League  and  owner  of 
the  short-lived  team,  the  Cleveland 
Rosenblums. 

According  to  the  book.  Promi- 
nent Jews  in  America  (1918), 
Rosenblum  rented  a floor  of  a 
building  for  his  new  clothing  store 
in  1905  and  was  so  successful  that, 
by  1918,  he  occupied  the  entire 
building,  operating  as  the  largest 
individual  credit  clothier  in  the 
country. 

He  issued  a 32  mm  brass  token 
from  that  location  with  the  obverse 
legend,  “IT’S  EASY  TO  PAY  THE 
ROSENBLUM  WAY’  / CLOTHING  / 
MEN,  WOMEN  / AND  CHILDREN  / 

$ 1 .00  PER  WEEK  / 20 1 4 ONTARIO  ST. 

/ COR,  CHAMPLAIN  / CLEVELAND, 
OHIO/ WE  GIVE  STAMPS.”  The 
reverse  features  a left-facing  swas- 
tika with  a clover,  horseshoe,  runes 
and  wishbone  in  the  quadrants 

Continued 
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More  ‘luck’  symbols  began  to  appear 


No  longer  mimicking  the  Don  i t Worry  tokens,  the  reverse  of  this  token  by  clothier  Isaac  Benesch  & Sons 
carries  a purely  utilitarian  commercial  message.  Images  courtesy  William  L.  Rosenblum,  LLC. 
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(Murray  Type  LI ). 

Once  mimicry  of  the  Don’t 
Worry  legend  was  abandoned,  the 
tokens  took  on  a plethora  of  de- 
signs and  legends.  Murray  displays 
around  one  hundred  twenty  five  on 
his  website.  At  least  half  a dozen 
merchants  substituted  the  familiar 
reverse  legend  with,  “WE  INVITE 
YOU  TO  OPEN  A CHARGE  ACCOUNT 
/GOOD  LUCK.” 

Among  these  were  Isaac  Ben- 
esch, who,  according  to  Gilbert 
Sandler,  in  his  book,  Jewish  Balti- 
more: A Family  Album  (2000),  was 
one  of  the  mainstays  of  the  Jewish 
furniture  business  in  that  city.  His 
33  mm  brass  token  reads,  on  the 
obverse,  “ISAAC  BENESCH  & SONS 
/ GOOD  / FOR  / TWO  DOLLARS  / ON 
A $25.00  / PURCHASE  / BALTIMORE.” 
The  reverse  features  a right-facing 
swastika  with  a wishbone,  runes, 


horseshoe  and  clover  in  the  quad- 
rants (Murray  Type  R6). 

Max  Rosenblum  issued  two 
25  mm  swastika  tokens  (as  well 
as  several  encased  cents  without 
swastikas)  after  relocating  his  busi- 
ness within  Cleveland. 

On  the  more  flamboyant  of  the 
two  he  displays  his  own  bust  on 
the  obverse,  with  the  legend,  “ITS 
EASIER  TO  PAY  THE  ROSENBLUM 
WAY/ 321  EUCLID  AVENUE.” 

The  reverse  features  a left-facing 
swastika  with  a rabbit’s  foot, 
wishbone,  clover  and  horseshoe  in 
the  quadrants,  all  surrounded  by  a 
large  inverted  horseshoe  (Murray 
Type  L6)  and  the  legend,  “CLOTH- 
IERS TO  THE  FAMILY  / LUCKY 
PIECE.” 

His  other  token  is  rather  non- 
descript, and  bears  the  obverse 
legend,  “WE  CLOTHE  THE  FAMILY 
/ ROSENBLUM’S  / 321  EUCLID/40 
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Twin  luck  symbols  also  appeared 


This  bronze  token  by  Max  Rosenblum  has  a milled  edge,  and  is  cataloged  as  Lipscomb  CL  4870.  It  is 
one  of  only  a small  number  of  tokens  with  a rabbit's  foot  device.  Images  courtesy  Craig  Murray. 


This  brass  token,  also  issued  by  Max  Rosenblum,  is  cataloged  as  Lipscomb  CL  4680. 

Linages  courtesy  Craig  Murray. 
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WEEKS  TO  PAY.” 

The  reverse  again  features  a left- 
facing swastika,  but  with  a clover, 
horseshoe,  runes  and  wishbone  in 
the  quadrants  (Murray  Type  LI), 
all  surrounded  by  a horseshoe,  and 
the  legend  “GOOD  LUCK.” 

A Fascinating  Transformation 


I imagine  that,  when  confronted 
in  the  late  1930s  by  the  notoriety 
of  the  Nazis  and  their  pervasive 
symbols,  it  was  easy  enough  for 
my  grandfather  to  simply  shave 
off  his  mustache  and  for  my  great- 
uncle  Ignatz  to  morph  from  Natzi 
into  Irving. 
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Some  swastika  tokens  re-configured 


The  ends  of  the  swastika  arms  can  still  be  faintly  discerned  on  the  reverse  of  the  token  component 
of  this  Swann-Abram  Hat  Company  encased  cent.  Images  courtesy  William  L.  Rosenblum , LLC. 


Continued 

But  what  was  the  merchant  with 
a quantity  of  undistributed  swas- 
tika good  luck  tokens  to  do  with 
the  now-offensive  things? 

The  Swann-Abram  Hat  Compa- 
ny, of  Louisville,  Kentucky,  found 
a fascinating  solution  to  this  prob- 
lem (According  to  volume  51  of 
American  Hatter  (1921),  William 
J.  Abram,  founder  of  the  company, 
died  a member  of  the  Calvary 
Episcopalian  Church,  and  may  not, 
despite  his  surname,  have  been  of 
Jewish  descent). 

In  1939  the  company  converted 
its  32  mm  brass  tokens  into  en- 
cased cents.  The  token  featured 
a swan  on  the  obverse  and  the 
words,  “WEAR  SWANN  HATS /THEY 
ARE  GUARANTEED.” 

The  reverse  featured  a right- 
facing swastika  with  a horseshoe, 
clover,  wishbone  and  runes  in  the 
quadrants  (Murray  Type  R 1 ),  and 


the  legend,  “SWANN-ABRAM  HAT 
CO.,  LOUISEVILLE,  KY.”  Miniscule 
letters  indicate  that  it  was  manu- 
factured by  “THE  WHITEHEAD  & 
HOAG  CO.,  NEWARK,  N.J.” 

These  legends  remain  as  an  inte- 
gral part  of  the  encasement  compo- 
nent of  the  encased  cent,  although 
both  the  swan  and  the  swastika 
devices  are  now  obliterated. 

The  swastika  as  a good  luck 
symbol  is  now  long  forgotten, 
obliterated  from  memory  by  the 
Nazi  atrocities.  These  tokens  stand 
as  elegant  witness  to  what  was  a 
common  cultural  phenomenon  of  a 
bygone  world.  DJ 

The  principal  sources  used  in  the 
preparation  of  this  article  are  all 
mentioned  in  the  text.  In  addition 
to  these,  William  M.  Rosenblum 
LLC  auction  catalogs  and  Richard 
Greever  s searchable  website,  To- 
kenCatalog.com,  were  invaluable. 
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At  last  there  is  a coin  dealer  in  the  USA  that  will 
help  you  acquire  new  silver  and  gold  coins,  and 
medals  from  Israel—  officially  issued  by  the  Bank 
of  Israel  and  the  Israel  Coins  and  Medals  Corp. 


Modem  Coin  Wholesale  offers  you  low  prices, 
complimented  by  fast  and  friendly  service. 

C-W, 

Modern  Coin  Wholesale 

You  are  invited  to  call  (855)  907-2646,  email 
sales@moderncoinwholesale.com,  visit 
w ww.moderncoinvvholesale.com,  or  write  to 
us  at  Modern  Coin  Wholesale,  Post  Office  Box 
110159,  Lakewood  Ranch,  FL  34211.  Please 
indicate  that  you  saw  this  ad  in  The  Shekel. 
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The  Power 
of  Justice 

Ruth  bader  ginsburg 


THE  DEMAND 

for  Justice  runs 
Through  the  EnTiRjexy 
of  the  Jewish 

TRADITION 


By  Mel  Wacks 


When  Ruth  Bader  Ginsburg 
was  appointed  by  President 
Bill  Clinton  and  sworn  in  as  the 
1 07th  justice  to  the  United  States 
Supreme  Court  on  Aug.  1 0,  1 993,  she 
became  the  second  woman  justice 
(Sandra  Day  O’Connor  was  the  first) 
and  the  first  Jewish  woman  ever  to  sit 
on  the  Court.  The  first  Jewish  Su- 
preme Court  Justice  had  been  Louis 
Brandeis,  appointed  by  President 
Woodrow  Wilson  in  1916. 

Calling  Ginsburg’s  appointment 
“the  most  significant  and  thrilling 


Jewish-American  event  of  the  year,” 
the  Jewish-American  Hall  of  Fame 
issued  a special  medal  in  her  honor, 
that  also  commemorated  its  25th  anni- 
versary. The  39mm  1 oz.  pure  silver 
medals  were  designed  by  Hal  Reed, 
winner  of  the  American  Numismatic 
Association’s  Numismatic  Art  Award 
for  Excellence  in  Medallic  Sculpture. 

After  receiving  the  commemora- 
tive, Justice  Ginsburg  wrote:  “I  was 
touched  beyond  description  ...  and 
cherish  the  special  medal.” 

Continued 
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Justice  Ginsburg  sets  precedent 


The  Jewish- American  Hall  of  Fame  medal 
honoring  Supreme  Court  Justice  Ruth  Bader 
Ginsburg  portrays  Moses  on  the  obverse,  op- 
posite page,  and  Ginsburg  on  the  reverse. 
Below,  President  Clinton  and  Ruth  Bader 
Ginsburg  at  the  announcement  of  her  nomina- 
tion to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 


Continued 

Twenty  years  later,  Supreme  Court 
Justice  Ruth  Bader  Ginsburg  was  se- 
lected as  the  2013  Jewish-American 
Hall  of  Fame  honoree  by  a distin- 
guished Advisory  Board  of  leading 
Jewish  historians  and  organizational 
leaders.  She  joins  two  other  Supreme 
Court  Justices  honored  by  the  Jew- 
ish-American Hall  of  Fame — Louis 
Dembitz  Brandeis  (1971)  and  Benja- 
min Nathan  Cardozo  (1987). 

Eugene  Daub — a recipient  of  the 
American  Numismatic  Association’s 
Numismatic  Art  Award  for  Excel- 
lence in  Medallic  Sculpture — was 
selected  to  sculpt  the  portrait  honor- 
ing Ginsburg;  it  will  be  added  to 
the  other  plaques  in  the  permanent 
display  at  the  Virginia  Holocaust 
Museum,  and  will  be  reproduced 
in  limited  edition  medals  in  what 
is  currently  the  longest  continuing 


series  of  privately  issued  art  medals 
in  America. 


The  Ginsburg  medal  crowns  a 
year  of  impressive  achievements  for 
Eugene  Daub. 

In  2013,  Daub  received  an  Honor- 
ary Doctorate  from  the  Academy  of 
Art,  University  of  San  Francisco  and 
attended  the  dedication  of  his  statue 
of  Rosa  Parks  in  the  National  Statu- 
ary Hall  in  the  United  States  Capitol 
- the  first  full-sized  statue  authorized 
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Ginsburg  proud  of  being  a JEW 


Herman  MacNeil  s sculpture  of  Moses,  center,  and  flanked  by 
Confucious,  left  and  Solon,  right,  grace  the  pediment  of  the 
United  States  Supreme  Court  Building  in  Washington,  D.  C. 


Continued 

and  funded  by  Congress  since  the 
1870s.  Daub  has  indicated  that  “This 
has  been  a wonderful  year  allowing 
me  the  privilege  of  creating  sculp- 
tures of  two  great  American  warriors 
against  injustice — Rosa  Parks  and 
Ruth  Bader  Ginsburg.” 

The  more  than  two  inches  in 
diameter  Ruth  Bader  Ginsburg 
medals  have  the  distinctive  rounded- 
trapezoidal  shape,  created  by  sculptor 
Victor  Ries,  that  has  distinguished  the 
Jewish-American  Hall  of  Fame  series 
since  it  was  launched  in  1969.  The 
reverse  features  Moses,  holding  the 
Ten  Commandments — represented 
by  the  first  ten  letters  of  the  ancient 
Hebrew  alphabet. 

The  great  lawgiver  is  based  on  a 
sculpture  by  Hermon  MacNeil  in 
the  eastern  pediment  of  the  Supreme 
Court  Building.  Inscribed  is  an  ex- 


tract from  Ginsburg’s  remarks  when 
she  received  the  Albert  D.  Chernin 
Award  given  annually  by  the  Jew- 
ish Council  for  Public  Affairs:  “I  am 
a judge,  bom,  raised,  and  proud  of 
being  a Jew.  The  demand  for  justice 
runs  through  the  entirety  of  the  Jew- 
ish history  and  Jewish  tradition.” 

The  limited  editions  of  no  more 
than  150  bronze  (2.5  oz.),  85  pure 
silver  (3  oz.),  and  35  gold-plated  pure 
silver  (3  oz.)  are  offered  to  AINA 
members  at  special  discounts:  $35 
for  bronze  (regularly  $45),  $150  for 
pure  silver  (regularly  $200)  and  $180 
for  gold-plated  pure  silver  (regularly 
$250).  Orders  can  be  sent  to  the 
non-profit  Jewish-American  Hall  of 
Fame,  5 1 89  Jeffdale  Ave.,  Woodland 
Hills,  CA  91364  or  call  818-225- 
1348. 

Ruth  Bader  Ginsburg  was  born  in 
Brooklyn  on  March  15,  1933.  She 

Continued 


42 


Ginsburg  women's  rights  Advocate 


Ruth  Bader  Gins  burg’s 
High  School  Yearbook 
photo. 


RUTH  RADI  K 
I5N4  I . ist  9th  Street 
Arista.  1 teas,  of  Go  Getters,  School 
Orchestra,  I wirlcrs.  See.  to  English 
Department  Chairman,  Feature  Ed- 
itor I erm  Newspaj>er 
Cornell  University 
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was  an  excellent  student  in  school, 
and  was  confirmed  with  honors  from 
the  East  Midwood  Jewish  Center. 

At  James  Madison  High  School,  she 
played  the  cello  in  the  orchestra,  was 
a member  of  Arista,  was  a cheerlead- 
er and  a baton  twirler,  and  the  school 
newspaper  editor. 

One  of  only  nine  women  at  Har- 
vard Law  School  in  1956,  Ginsburg 
and  her  female  classmates  were 
asked  by  the  dean  why  they  were 
occupying  seats  that  would  otherwise 
be  filled  by  men.  After  transferring 
and  graduating  (tying  for  first  in 
class)  from  Columbia  Law  School, 
Ginsburg  became  the  second  woman 
to  join  the  faculty  of  Rutgers  Law 
School.  When  she  discovered  that 
her  salary  was  lower  than  that  of  her 
male  colleagues,  she  joined  an  equal 
pay  campaign  with  other  women 
teaching  at  the  university,  which  re- 
sulted in  substantial  increases  for  all 
the  complainants.  Prompted  by  her 
own  experiences,  Ginsburg  estab- 
lished the  ACLU  Women’s  Rights 
Project  in  1972  so  that  “artificial  bar- 
riers are  removed,  and  avenues  of  op- 
portunity [are]  held  open  to  women.” 
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The  ACLU  website  goes  on  to  in- 
dicate that  in  Frontiero  v.  Richardson 
(1973),  the  first  case  that  Ginsburg 
argued  before  the  Supreme  Court,  she 
advocated  for  the  application  of  strict 
scrutiny  to  gender  discrimination  just 
as  the  concept  applied  to  race  dis- 
crimination. 

Ginsburg  describes:  “I  was  ter- 
ribly nervous.  In  fact,  I didn’t  eat 
lunch  for  fear  that  I might  throw  up. 
Two  minutes  into  my  argument,  the 
fear  dissolved.  Suddenly,  I realized 
that  here  before  me  were  the  nine 
leading  jurists  of  America,  a captive 
audience.  I felt  a surge  of  power  that 
carried  me  through.” 

Ginsburg  spoke  from  memory, 
citing  cases  and  speaking  about 
women’s  history  without  ever  turning 
to  her  notes  or  checking  any  cita- 
tions. Her  co-counsel,  Brenda  Feigen, 
wrote:  “Not  a single  Justice  asked 
a single  question;  I think  they  were 
mesmerized  by  her.” 

Jeffrey  Toobin,  in  “Heavyweight 
- How  Ruth  Bader  Ginsburg  has 
moved  the  Supreme  Court”  {The 
New  Yorker,  March  1 1, 2013),  wrote: 
“[Ginsburg]  is,  by  far,  the  current 
Court’s  most  accomplished  litigator. 

Continued 


Ginsburg  has  no  plans  to  retire 


The  members  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 
Ruth  Bader  Ginsburg  is  at  far  right. 
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Before  Chief  Justice  John  G.  Roberts, 
Jr.,  became  a judge,  he  argued  more 
cases  than  Ginsburg  did  before  the 
Justices,  but  most  of  them  were  dis- 
putes of  modest  significance.  Gins- 
burg, during  the  nineteen-seventies, 
argued  several  of  the  most  important 
women’s-rights  cases  in  the  Court’s 
history.  Ginsburg  won  [five  of  the 
six]  cases  she  argued  before  the 
Justices.  As  an  advocate,  Ginsburg 
had  exquisite  timing;  she  brought 
women’s-rights  cases  at  precisely  the 
moment  the  Supreme  Court  was  will- 
ing to  decide  them  in  her  favor.” 

In  1980  she  was  nominated  by 
President  Jimmy  Carter  to  the  United 
States  Court  of  Appeal  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  - serving  for  1 3 
years  before  being  appointed  by 
President  Clinton  to  the  Supreme 
Court. 

The  National  Women’s  Hall  of 
Fame  sums  up  Ginsburg’s  service  on 


the  Supreme  Court  as:  “Justice  Bader 
Ginsburg  has  become  known  for 
her  scholarly,  balanced  opinions  and 
forthright  personal  courage.  A can- 
cer survivor  herself,  she  has  assisted 
thousands  by  her  example  of  frank 
discussion  of  the  state  of  her  health 
and  early  diagnosis.” 

After  being  treated  for  colon  cancer 
in  1999,  radiation  and  surgery  had 
taken  a toll  on  her  body  leaving  her 
weak  and  frail.  Ginsburg’s  husband 
encouraged  her  to  hire  a personal 
trainer.  Today  she  cranks  out  20 
push-ups  during  her  twice-weekly 
work  out  sessions  with  personal 
trainer,  Bryant  Johnson — who  says: 
“No  knees-on-the-ground  ‘girlie’ 
push-ups  for  her.” 

Justice  Ruth  Bader  Ginsburg  has 
indicated  that  she  has  no  plans  to 
retire,  in  spite  of  having  recently 
celebrating  her  80lh  birthday,  saying 
“I  will  stay  in  this  job  as  long  as  I can 
do  it  full  steam.”  nu 
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Out  with  the  old, 

IN  WITH  THE  NEW 


Dr.  karnit  Flug  is  Bank  of  Israel  Gov: 
Fischer  now  at  u.S.  Federal  Reserve 


Dr.  Flug  in  front  of  Bank  of  Israel  building. 

BY  MEL  WACKS 


In  January  2014,  President 
Barack  Obama  indicated  he  was 
nominating  Stanley  Fischer  to  be 
vice  chairman  of  the  Federal  Re- 
serve. Fischer  is  a former  head  of  the 
Bank  of  Israel.  He  would  succeed 
Janet  Yellen,  who’s  succeeding  Fed 
Chairman  Ben  Bernanke. 

Fischer  is  a dual  citizen  of  the 
United  States  and  Israel.  He’s  con- 
sidered a leading  expert  on  mone- 
tary policy.  Fischer  was  a long-time 
professor  at  MIT,  and  Bernanke  was 
one  of  his  students. 


In  October  2013,  after  1 12  days 
without  a Bank  of  Israel  governor, 
Prime  Minister  Netanyahu  and 
Finance  Minister  Lapid  appointed 
the  first  ever  woman  for  the  chief 
post — Dr.  Karnit  Flug. 

Dr.  Karnit  Flug  has  expressed  her 
determination  to  tackle  Israel’s  eco- 
nomic challenges: 

“There  are  great  challenges  facing 
the  Bank  [of  Israel]  and  the  econo- 
my and  I look  forward  to  working  in 
cooperation  with  the  dedicated  and 
professional  staff  at  the  Bank  as  well 

Continued 
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New  bank  notes  will  reflect  changes 


The  front  and  hack  of  Israel’s  1994 
issue  of  the  200  New  Sheqalim  hank 
note.  In  accordance  with  Section  42(a) 
of  the  Bank  of  Israel  Law  (2011),  new 
banknotes  shall  bear  the  facsim  ile 
signature  only  of  the  Governor;  previ- 
ous banknotes  carried  the  facsimile 
signatures  of  the  Governor  and  of  the 
Chairman  of  the  Advisory  Council,  a 
position  which  no  longer  exists  under 
the  new  Law. 


■wiurp 3i«j»ar  “ 
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BANK  OF  ISRAEL 


2380607225 
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as  with  government  officials  in  order 
to  meet  these  challenges.”  Flug,  the 
deputy  Bank  of  Israel  governor,  has 
served  as  the  acting  central  bank 
chief  since  former  governor  Stanley 
Fischer’s  resignation  in  June  2013. 

Dr.  Flug  was  born  in  Poland  in 
1955,  and  immigrated  to  Israel  with 
her  parents  at  the  age  of  3.  She  stud- 
ied at  ETebrew  University  Secondary 
School  in  Jerusalem.  She  obtained 
her  MA  in  economics  at  Hebrew 
University  of  Jerusalem  in  1980, 
and  received  a Ph.D  in  economics  at 
New  York’s  Columbia  University  in 
1985,  with  thesis  titled  “Government 
policies  in  a general  equilibrium 
model  of  international  trade  and 
human  capital”.  Flug  has  worked  at 
the  Bank  of  Israel  since  1988,  apart 
from  a period  between  1994-1996 
when  she  worked  as  a senior  re- 
search economist  at  Inter-Bank  in 


New  York. 

Female  MKs  Aliza  Lavie  (Yesh 
Atid)  and  Tzipi  Hotovely  (Likud)  ex 
pressed  satisfaction  of  the  appoint- 
ment, dubbing  it  another  milestone 
on  the  way  to  gender  equality.  Jus- 
tice Minister  Tzipi  Livni,  however, 
stressed  that  gender  had  nothing  to 
do  with  the  appointment,  saying: 

“Finally,  even  in  Israel,  [they] 
figured  out  that  gender  is  no  longer 
relevant  when  it  comes  to  profes- 
sionalism, and  [they]  are  not  afraid 
to  appoint  a woman  to  a senior  fi- 
nancial post,  even  if  it  is  considered 
a ‘masculine’  role.  I have  no  doubt 
[Flug]  will  efficiently  and  successful- 
ly fill  the  big  shoes  Stanley  Fischer 
left  behind  - not  because  she  is  a 
woman,  but  because  she’s  a worthy 
professional.” 

Eventually,  Dr.  Karnit  Flug’s 
signature  will  appear  on  Israel’s 
banknotes,  nu 
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AINA  Board  of  Directors 
2014  Election  Notice 

The  following  Directors  have  terms 
expiring  in  2014:  Josh  Prottas,  Roger 
Merritt  and  Ira  Rezak.  Any  AINA  member 
with  the  appropriate  qualifications,  as  per 
the  following  AINA  bylaws,  is  invited  to 
run  for  the  Board.  If  you  are  interested, 
submit  the  required  information  to  the 
AINA  Election  Committee,  P.  O.  Box 
20255,  Fountain  Hills,  AZ  85269  within 
30  days  of  receiving  this  issue  of  The 
Shekel. 

Section  3.2  - Qualifications,  Number, 
Classification,  Election  & Tenure 

(a)  Qualifications. 

(i)  Each  Director  must  be  natural  persons 
eighteen  (18)  years  of  age  or  older. 

(ii)  A Director  must  have  been  a member 
of  the  Association  for  at  least  three 

(3)  consecutive  years  prior  to  being 
nominated  for  election. 

(iii)  No  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
will  be  paid  for  services  to  the  Association 
unless  approved  by  the  Board. 

(b)  Number.  There  shall  be  a minimum  of 
three  (3)  and  a maximum  of  fifteen  ( 1 5) 
Directors  of  the  Association,  as  specified 
in  the  Certificate  of  Incorporation,  and 
determined  by  the  Board  of  Directors. 

(c)  Election  and  Tenure. 

(i)  An  election  for  one-third  ( 1/3)  of  the 
Directors  shall  be  held  every  year,  in 
staggered,  rotating  fashion. 

(ii)  In  the  first  issue  of  The  Shekel  in 
each  calendar  year,  the  names  of  those 
Directors  whose  terms  expire  that  year 
shall  be  printed  along  with  a request  for 
nominations. 

(iii)  Nominations  may  be  made  by  any 
individuals,  nominating  themselves  or 
other  members  of  the  Association  for 
the  position  of  Director.  A nominee  must 
obtain  nominations  from  at  least  three  (3) 


other  current  members  of  the  Association. 
The  Election  Committee  shall  review  the 
nominations  submitted  and  determine 
whether  the  potential  candidate  is  qualified 
to  serve  as  a Director  of  the  Association. 
After  determining  that  the  candidates 
are  qualified  for  the  position  of  Director 
and  after  receiving  written  confirmation 
that  the  candidates  are  willing  to  serve  as 
Director  of  the  Association  if  elected  by 
the  membership,  the  Election  Committee 
shall  establish  a list  of  candidates  for  the 
open  positions  of  Director. 

(iv)  Once  a final  list  of  candidates  is 
established,  the  President  or  designee  shall 
cause  a ballot  to  be  sent  to  all  current,  paid 
members  of  the  Association  as  of  May 

1 of  the  election  year.  The  ballot  shall 
include  the  names  of  those  on  the  final  list 
of  candidates  as  submitted  by  the  Election 
Committee  to  the  Board  of  Directors.  The 
President  or  designee  shall  assure  that  the 
process  used  for  the  election  shall  have 
appropriate  safeguards  to  assure  a correct 
count  and  to  avoid  any  election  tampering. 

(v)  The  number  of  candidates  in  the 
election  receiving  the  highest  number  of 
votes  for  the  open  seats  on  the  Board  of 
Directors  shall  be  elected  to  the  Board 
of  Directors.  Those  candidates  shall  take 
office  at  the  beginning  of  the  next  annual 
Board  meeting  following  their  election. 

(d)  Appointments.  The  President  may 
appoint  a member  of  the  Association,  who 
has  been  a member  in  good  standing  for 
at  least  three  (3)  years,  to  the  Board  of 
Directors,  either  as  a replacement  or  as  an 
additional  Director  at  any  time,  as  long 

as  the  total  number  of  Directors  does  not 
exceed  the  maximum  number  specified 
in  these  Bylaws.  The  appointee  must  be 
approved  by  a majority  vote  of  the  Board 
of  Directors,  and  he  or  she  takes  a seat 
on  the  Board  immediately  after  being 
approved  by  the  Board,  nu 
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Join  AINA  Today! 


If  you  like  Ancient  Judaean  coins,  the  coins  & medals  of  modern 
Israel,  Judaic  coins  & medals,  and  Jewish  history  ... 

You  will  love  readina  the  entertainina  and  informative  articles  in  ... 


MEMBERS  OF  THE  AMERICAN  ISRAEL  NUMISMATIC  ASSOCIATION 
RECEIVE  6 BIMONTHLY  ISSUES  OF  THE  FULL  COLOR  SHEKEL  MAGAZINE, 
PLUS  A FREE  ANNUAL  COMMEMORATIVE  MEDAL. 


Mail  to:  AINA,  PO  Box  20255,  Fountain  Hills,  A Z 85269,  USA 
or  call  in  your  credit  card  info  to  (818)  225-1348 
or  email  your  name,  address  and  credit  card  information  to: 

ainapresident@gmail.com 

Name Street 

City State Zip 

Country email 

I want  to  join  AINA  and  receive  The  Shekel  magazine  for  a full  year: 

$25  (USA/Israel)  _ $48  (2  yrs  USA/lsrael)  _$35  (Other  countries) 

$67  (2  yrs  Other  countries)  _$10  (Junior  age  10-19)  _$18  (2  yrs.  Junior  age  10-19) 

$500  (Life  Member)  Check  is  enclosed  payable  to  AINA  or  charge: 

Visa  _MCNo. Exp 

For  gifts,  please  list  recipients  on  a separate  sheet  of  paper. 

For  juniors,  please  indicate  age. 

To  learn  more  about  AINA,  visit  our  web  site  at  www.theshekel.org. 
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Our  veteran  editors  bring  you  such  respected 
publications  as  Numismatic  News,  World 
Coin  News,  Bank  Note  Reporter  and  Coins 
Magazine. 

BOOKS 

Our  expert  price  analysts  publish  must-have 
reference  books  like  the  Standard  Catalog  line 
of  world  coin  and  paper  money  books,  as  well 
as  U.S.  Coin  Digest  and  North  American  Coins 
& Prices. 

DIGITAL  PRODUCTS 

Our  latest  products  allow  you  to  enjoy  price 
guides  as  never  before,  with  greater  portability, 
photo  enlargement,  and  individual  page  printing 
capabilities. 


ONLINE 

NumisMaster.com  and  NumismaticNews.com 
bring  you  the  most  up-to-date  industry  news 
and  pricing,  and  our  weekly  email  newsletters 
are  must-reads. 

SHOWS 

Our  Chicago  Paper  Money  Expo  and  Chicago 
International  Coin  Fair  make  Chicago  a must- 
stop  for  dealers  and  collectors. 


A wealth  of  information  awaits 
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you  at  NumisMaster.com 
and  ShopNumisMaster.com 


Krause  Publications,  700  E.  State  St,  lola,  Wl  54990-0001  • 855-842-5272  • ShopNumisMaster.com 
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Visit  us  online  at: 


www.israelmint.conn 


ICMC  - SOLE  DISTRIBUTOR  OF  COINS  ISSUED  BY  THE  BANK  OF  ISRAEL 

www.israelmint.com  Tel.  972-4-8212807 
RO.Box  2040  - Nesher  36620,  ISRAEL 


